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Hiroshima Arts Current
Opening multispecies shared spaces in satoyama and riverside
areas, giving rise to hybrid learning environments
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Introduction

The concept for this project began with two foundational practices. Project 1 envisions transforming vacant university land
into a satoyama landscape. The other draws on Yellow River College’s ongoing practice of renovating traditional Japanese
houses to create “homes that return to the earth in 100 years.” One is a university established in 1994 through the clearing of
satoyama woodland; the other is a traditional Japanese house facing a riverside in a mountain valley. While remaining
conscious of the gap between these two sites—the university campus and traditional Japanese house—we posed the
following question: How can living spaces within a university and in depopulated regions cultivate an ecology of multispecies
coexistence? And how might such experiences be reforged through artistic practice? This project seeks to reconnect these
sites and activities, allowing points to form lines and lines to become flows. Like a river—the circulation of water linking place
to place—we wish to look ahead toward several such endeavors. This is the challenge this project takes on.

However, the project does not aim to comprehensively grasp the industrial and natural ecological cycles that spread across
Hiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture, and beyond. Its scale is limited, and compared with the accumulated depth of long-
standing environmental practices, it may appear modest and tentative in its scope. When art speaks of ecology, there will be
those who view it as merely borrowing the fashionable vocabulary of creative discourse.

Fundamentally, artistic production has historically involved extensive material use and waste, and is not unrelated to
environmental burden. The movement of objects and people involved in transporting and displaying works carries its own
contradiction—one that drives up the costs of conveyance. Even so, if this project contributes to opening multispecies shared
spaces, its meaning can only be grasped through the experience of instructors, participants, and diverse forms of nature alike
cultivating new relationships through their embodied presence. Neither social media nor Al can replace the sensory reality of
direct engagement with places and times.

This record presents an outline of these activities. Participants encountered the unknown, ideas surfaced, and a renewed
sense of responsibility toward a nature woven by multiple species began to take root—yet such lived experiences inevitably
spill beyond what any recorded words or photographs can hold. Even so, we hope this record may serve as a moment of
recognition—that various activities which have run in parallel, largely unaware of one another across different places, have
left traces, and that these points of intersection may open toward future encounters in different places.

Hiroshima City University
Faculty of Arts, Inter-departmental Initiative in Art Studies
Associate Professor

ISHITANI Haruhiro
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Project 1 Creating a Satoyama on Campus: A Shared Habitat for Art and Multispecies Worlds
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Project 2 Considering culture, the arts, and the natural environment locally, while learning from
international practices
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Project 3 Dismantling and recombining vacant houses—reclaiming surplus spaces beyond existing
frameworks and returning them to everyday life
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Project 4 Exploring ways to engage with Hiroshima’s natural environment and cultivate new forms of
vitality
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Project 5 Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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Project 6 Accessing and activating the memory of natural and cultural resources
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Hiroshima has shaped its modern urban fabric around the Ota River system, which has long underpinned
its industrial and cultural life. By investigating the ecology and history of the region, and through cultural
and artistic practices that engage university campuses, old Japanese houses along rivers in mountainous
areas, riverside and satoyama areas within the city, and digital archives as shared spaces, Hiroshima Arts
Current opens up future learning environments.

Across six projects rooted in distinct natural environments, artists, designers, photographers, and video
artists collaborate with practitioners who nurture local cultural and natural resources, farmers, geologists,
architects, ecological practitioners, members of civic groups, gallerists, and archivists. Together, they will
learn and reflect on the creation of circular, multispecies coexistence spaces, envisioned over the next
hundred years, aiming to realize art and place-making practices.
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Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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We aim to create an agricultural space on vacant land within the university campus to provide
hands-on learning about coexistence with soil and other living organisms. Centered on this
space, we will re-examine campus vegetation, the surrounding natural environment, and local
geology through an artistic lens, shaping a satoyama as a multispecies shared habitat within
the campus. Through research into vegetation, geology, and soil, we will create opportunities

for young artists to practice ecological art and learn together.
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Considering culture, the arts, and the natural environment locally, while learning from
international practices
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Based on a draft Japanese translation of T.J. Demos’ Decolonizing Nature:
Contemporary Art and the Politics of Ecology, we will hold a public online study session
to learn about and discuss international ecological art theory and thought. The book
examines the global ecological crisis and theoretical discussions of art centered on
ecological movements across Asia, South America, the EU, and beyond. Participants will
deepen their understanding of international trends, connect them to local contexts, and
develop the English language and argumentative skills needed to communicate these
practices globally.
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Considering culture, the arts, and the natural environment locally, while learning from international practices
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the Politics of Ecology
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Dismantling and recombining vacant houses—reclaiming surplus spaces beyond existing
frameworks and returning them to everyday life
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We will transport materials generated through the vacating and dismantling of a private
residence in Yoshida-cho, Akitakata City, to our base in Koda-cho, where we will reuse
them and, together with participants, learn and practice place-making through processes
of circulation. We will inspect the building materials prior to demolition, consider methods
for dismantling and repurposing the house, and construct a doma (traditional earthen
floor) so that it can serve as a cultural hub in this depopulated area. In addition, we will
establish a system for decomposing the various organic resources generated through this
activity, deepening reflection on resource circulation, the relationship between everyday

life and creative practice, and the connections between people and nature.
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Yellow River College

An artist collective formed in 2021 by artists, designers, architects, and
others, brought together through a vacant-house renovation project in
Akitakata City. They understand ‘culture and the arts’ in the broadest
sense—encompassing the full scope of what pertains to human beings
and human life, including our relationship with nature and the ways of
living and values nurtured within the land and climate of a place. Through
this understanding of culture and the arts, they work toward promoting
artistic and cultural activity, developing local communities, creating new
frameworks and values, nurturing those who will carry this work forward,
and building networks. In an era when the global environment is changing
rapidly and the role of creators is increasingly called into question, they
continue to pursue wide-ranging inquiry and experimentation into how
vacant houses in Akitakata City can serve as sites for conceptual and
practical experimentation.
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Exploring ways to engage with Hiroshima’s natural environment and cultivate new forms
of vitality
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This program draws on the history and culture shaped by Hiroshima’s topography to
explore how people have coexisted with nature. Participants learn through knowledge
and experience passed down by local citizen groups engaged in activities that utilize
existing natural environments. By experientially taking in information about what
currently exists in Hiroshima—what is possible and what is already being practiced—
participants explore how they can engage as artists and acquire methods for
experimental practice centered on fieldwork. The program fosters individuals capable of
undertaking creative practices in urban development grounded in the natural

environment.
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Exploring ways to engage with Hiroshima’s natural environment and cultivate new forms of vitality
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River Do Consortium

Founded in 2021, it was formed primarily by private businesses and
NPOs that participated in a social experiment to open up public spaces
along the Motomachi environmental riverbank during the COVID-19
pandemic. By maximizing the use of the Ota River, which flows through
the city center, under private-sector leadership, and by promoting the
appeal of waterfront spaces, the organization aims to contribute to the
further creation of spaces befitting ‘Hiroshima, City of Water,” and to
serve as a model for the opening up of river spaces across Japan.

Hiroshima Bay Trail Council

Established in 2016, it was conceived with the idea of creating a long
trail in Hiroshima. Connecting the mountains surrounding the city, it
forms a 280.4-kilometer course that traverses Furutakayama,
Yasumiyama, Eboshiiwayama, Eshitayama, Hokitoriyama,
Sanbonkiyama, Shirakiyama, Kanmuryama, Takedayama, Suzugamine,
Gokurakuji, and Misen. In order to encourage more people to walk this
course, the council maintains and manages trails, produces maps, and
organizes events.

SATOMACHI

Creating the future through ways of savoring nature in the city.

If the nature at our feet could be brought a little more into everyday life.
This project began with the desire to learn alongside everyone, and even
without much knowledge or experience, to connect and blend sato and
machi, finding the gifts of nature even within the city and making everyday
life more enjoyable and enriching. The project works not only with the
nature-rich satoyama, but also to bring the nature that remains within the
city more fully into daily life.

It proposes a lifestyle of finding sato within machi, drawing people from
machi toward sato, and blending sato and machi together.
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We invite artist Kohei Maeda, known for his river-based narratives, to Hiroshima to
develop a new project centered on the Ota River flowing through the city. Participants
will aim to deepen their skills in creating action-based works through workshops and
performances.

The artist will start at the river mouth and travel upstream by boat. Along the way, he
will stop at each ganki (historic stone-stepped riverbank landings unique to Hiroshima)
to perform activities such as reading poetry, carrying poetic acts from one riverbank to
the next while creating works that cast a gaze upon the city’s history and human

activities.




9/5__-‘/7" :
5. ! 3

Y 7 AR EROED -
2556A218 (4) 13:00-18:*. €4
5 ey

Hiroshima Gallery




PROJECT B ABEINEBEL T, ZOXMLEBEEAE N ST

EBE "EOEH, oz b
Ef7—ooav7#H TRAREEEDNED

B 20256 218 (+) 13:00-18:00
=% AR Hiroshima Gallery
WwED ATEHTE. PS8

ABNDORARESEARUDIIZEE2T—~ICT—02 3y THEERBLT,
FRIMNBEIE LT, SEARIRBEHET- TV I3PIE—HKEEBE
L7z, ZHE LS X MEEEIXBIICELF. IO SEREZNET D
FETRELE, T0R&, BHLAZMEBHOTFX 2L EDLE IS %
T, BsmeE 2 ELOFH=BEBEEERE> -

7R AT

)il &—El NAKAGAWA Shoichiro

19844, [RETEEIN - 75X, 2004 EL VBB Y A b TRRFI7+r—54, T
BHFEHEV., BEEH%, M. SEICLIZRB[EATL TER - K¥IC
& BEEES D EIVE, 2020FLIREILA K THEEEBD A, ~DF0IREEEL.
BELODASRL—2a v ICHRVMED, 2023E. BEFE (T, HEZED
my; %Ff7, S¥E. AR SOERLZTERLAL,SL, REMEZBVETFHESE
BlFrTuw3,

72




Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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Tracing the Ota River upstream, reflecting and resonating with its culture and history
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Reflecting Hiroshima

A community formed in Hiroshima where artists, dancers, and art
managers active in different fields engage with one another and pursue
expressive activities through dialogue. It implements various programs
centered on: ( | ) reconnecting with the deceased and the Other, (1)
restoring a sense of place, and (lll) responding to history.
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This project aims to cultivate a local archival culture while enhancing research and
interview techniques that contribute to the transmission of cultural resources within the
natural environment.

“Considering the Curatorial Use of Photographic Materials through Art and Design”
involves study sessions that explore research-based artworks and projects themed
around rivers and mountain vegetation. Building on this, participants will develop
methods for utilizing materials to inform creative practice. They will curate materials and
works, and plan related exhibitions.

The “AtoM Hiroshima Hackathon” utilizes the archive management system AtoM (Access
to Memory) as a digital tool for information storage. Participants will learn how to
register natural and historical cultural resource information in a digital archive, while

exploring ways for artists and cultural practitioners to utilize it.
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Art Gallery Miyauchi (Miyauchi Foundation for the Promotion of Arts and
Culture)

A facility of the Miyauchi Foundation for Art and Culture, a public interest
incorporated foundation, opened in Miyauchi, Hatsukaichi City, Hiroshima
Prefecture in 2013. Since 2020, it has functioned as a museum-equivalent
institution with the capacity of a small art museum, developing a wide range
of programs centered on contemporary art, including exhibitions introducing
artists connected to Hiroshima and emerging artists, and creative workshops
for children. It also coordinates artist residencies and artist-curated
exhibitions. Its collection, assembled primarily through donations, includes
works created mainly between the 1940s and 1980s by artists connected to
Hiroshima, works related to Hatsukaichi City and Miyajima, and works by
emerging artists.
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