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Japan’s Sony Group says it plans to launch a company this spring to explore entering the
electric vehicle (EV) market.

Sony’s president and chairman, Kenichiro Yoshida, announced the plans Wednesday in the
United States. He was speaking at the start of the CES technology conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

The new company, called Sony Mobility Inc., also aims “to make the best use of artificial
intelligence (AI) and robotics technologies,” Sony said in a statement. (1) It will seek to “help
realize a world where everyone can live in harmony with robots on a daily basis,” the statement
added.

Sony said its imaging, sensing and entertainment technologies put the company in a good

position “to redefine mobility,” Yoshida said. Such technologies are expected to play an
important part in the operations of self-driving vehicles.

During his presentation, Yoshida introduced a new electric vehicle model, called the
VISION-S 02. He said the vehicle is based on the same technology as the VISION-S 01, a
model presented at the CES conference in 2020.

Sony said it started road-testing the VISION-S 01 in Europe in December 2020. And it has
carried out tests on the vehicle’s imaging, sensing and safety systems. The company has the
same plans for its VESION-S 02.

2 (Yoshida / an “entertainment space” / the company / choose individualized entertainment
/ mobility / passengers / reporters / 5G / and connect / sees / told / using / as / can / where).

5G is the next generation of high-speed wireless technology.

Many large automobile manufacturers worldwide are investing heavily in electric vehicle
technology. American-based electric car maker Tesla has risen to become the world's most
valuable automobile company. In Japan, Toyota Motor Corporation announced in December it
planned to invest $70 billion to electrify its automobiles by 2030.

Many investors also expect iPhone maker Apple to launch an electric vehicle within the
next few years.

Meanwhile, a U.S. company based in Michigan said this week that it had tested a version
of anew battery. The device was able to power a vehicle for 1,210 kilometers on a single charge.
The test was carried out in a Tesla Model S vehicle.

3y The company, Our Next Energy (ONE). says it plans to begin producing batteries with
a similar ability by late 2023.




[Adapted from “Sony Explores Electric Car Business, Presents New Vehicle Model,” V04
Learning English, Jan. 8,2022)
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