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This passagc frOnl a pocnl by HirOshirna victilla Sadako Kurihara graphi―

cally dcPicts thc horror cxpcricnccd not only by A,bomb victilns but by all

wl■O havc suffcrcd air raid attacksi nrc,smokc,Ilight.Yct thc attackcrs,

hundrcds of mctcrsin thc air abovc,havc littic scnsc of、vhatis happcning

do、vn bclo、v.FOr thc bombcr crc、vs,thc pcopic on thc grOund arc cntircly

abstract;thcy arc targcts,By contrast,thc cxPcricncc of thcir victims is of

thc most tcrriblc concrctc rcality.Thc sharp iじXtaPOSition Of abstract and

concrctc is a phcnomcnon uniquc to acrial bOmbing.

Thc Prc■1lunl Placcd on acrial bombing in inodcrn warfarc owcs lnuch

tO thc rclativc safcty ofthc attackcrs and thc complctc vuincrability ofthc

victilns.Thc Psychological rcmOtcncss ofPi10ts and bombardicrs frOlll thc

rcahty of thc horror On thc ground is、vcll dcscribcd by Charlcs Lind一

bcrgh,M′ho nc、v thc nrst s。1。,nonstoP Ilight across thc Atlantic,in 1927.

Lindbcrgh alsO nc、v combat rnissions in thc Pacinc thcatcr as a consultant

f O r  t h c  c o m m a n d c r  o f t h c  U . S  A r m y  A i r  F o r c c s , G c n c r a l  H c n r y  A r n o l d ,

during｀ アヽorid V`ar II:

YOu prcss a button and dcath nics d。、vn Oncsccond,thc bOmb hanging harm一

lcssly in your racks,colllplctcly undcr yOur control Thc ncxt it is hurtling

dOH′n thrOugh thc air and nothing in your po、vcr can rcvokc what you llavc

dOrlc   Ho、v can thcrc bc M′rithing,rnangicd bodicsP HO、v can this air around
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yOu bc nllcd with unsccn pro,cCtilCsP It is llkc listcning tO a radiO accOunt

or battic on thc Othcr sidc OFthc carth ltis tOO tar aH/ay,too scParatca to hold

rccRlity

Thc Origin Ofacriai bOmbing can bc traccd〔O thc usc OfhOt―air ba1100ns

in、varfarc in[hc latc cightccnth ccntury.Initially,bal100ns、vcrc uscd sirn_

Ply tO dctcrl■linc thc sizc aFid POSitiOn Ofcncn■y forccs,butl■lilitarists s00n

r c a l i z c d  t h c i r  p o t c n t i a l  f O r  d r O p p i n g  g r c n a d c s  a n d  O t h c r  h a r m t t l l  o b ) C C t S

on cncn■y troops Thc usc OfatrPlancsin thc carly t、vcnticth cclltury lcd tO

a drastlc changc Rn、var stratcgy:thc、vldc cxPallslon of、var zOncs t0 1n一

cludc indiscrilninatc attacks on civilians

Acrial bOmbing of civilians M′as nrst conductcd by Gcrlllan Plancs

agaillst Parisians in August 1914-_clcvcn ycars aFtcr thc Wright brothcrs

succcssfully nc、v thc nrst aircraft in 1903.By thc cnd Of 1914,thc Allics

M′crc also makitig scrial air raids intO Gcrman tcrritOrics,Thus,by thc

til■lc WOrid Warlclldcd in 1918,bOth sidcs had cngagcd in ilぅdiscrinlllla[c

bOnlbing,kllling Or iniuring SCVCral thousand civllians

Shordy aftcrヽVOridヽVar I,plancs fIOlal thc British ROyal_Air Forcc

( R A F ) w c r c  s c n t t o  t h c  M i d d i c  E a s t t O  c n g a g c  i n  a  n c w  t y P c  o f o p c r a t i o n一

[hc bOmbing Of、 vhat an RAF dOcuincnt rcfcrs[O as“ rcbcls Of unciviliscd

tribcs''whO rcfuscd tO submittO British rulc.Ovcr scvcral ycars frOna 1920

onward,thc RAF attackcd rcbcl grOups in lraq一 ―fOr which Britain was

thc trustcc nation at thc tillac一一by drOpping bOmbs,inciuding inccndiary

bOmbs,On rcmotc villagcs and tcnt cncampmcnts,Thc samc tcchniquc Of

indiscrirninatc bOmbirlgヽvas alsO uscd in Othcr tcrritorics Of thc British

Empirc,such as lndia and South Africaち Yct British adn■inistrators rccom一

mcndcd this usc Of atrpo、 vcr as`(outstandingly crtcctivc,cx[rcmcly ccO_

noll■ical and undOubtcdly humanc in thc10ng run,''

Asin WOrld WarI,atthc bcginning ofヽ アヽOridヽ アヽar II,bOth Britain and

Ccrlllany initially rcfraincd frOn■acrial attacks 01l civilians.HO、vcvcr,in a

rCPCat SCCnario,both sidcs dclibcratcly incrcascd thcir rcvcngc bombing of

civilian quartcrs in maiOr citiCS f0110wing inaccuratc bombings Ofmilitary

targcts Thc Gcrrnan forccs cOnductcd OpcratiOn Bhtz IOr almOst nirlc

months fIOn■scPtcmbcr 1940,attacking L9ndon,COvcntry,Birlninghalla,

Manchcstcr,and many othcr English citics,killing 60,000 civilians and dc_

stroying nlorc than 2 nlllllon hOuscs. On ScPtclllbcr ll, 1940, チOsCph

Gocbbcls M′rOtc in his diary that this acrial bOmbing opcration、vOuld bc

dccisivc in IOrcing thc British govcrnmcnt to surrcndcr

l N T R O D U C T 1 0 N

In rcvcngc,thc RAF startcd night raids on industrial citcs in thc Ruhr

rcgion in Octobcr 1940.Ho、vcvcr,acrial attacks on Gcrmarl ciwilians rcally

CXPandCd in Fcbruary 1942 H′ hcn Arthur Harris took ovcr thc Rフ 生F

BOmbcr Con■ mand.Lubcck,a cuitural city with no lnilitary importancc,

bccamc thc nrst targct Of Harris's ncM′stratCgy,“arca bonibing''Colognc

、vas thcn attackcd by morc than l,000 Plancs Othcr citics,such as Esscn,

Kicl,Stuttgart,Mannhcirn,Rostock,and Bcrlin,、 vcrc also targctcd.In

Fcbruary 1943,Harris Pronounccd that thc l■loralc ofthc Gcrman popu一

lation in thc bonlbcd arcas had rcachcd an all―timc lo、v and that,if thc

RAF continucd bOmbing,surrcndcr could bc cxpcctcd in thc vcry ncar fu_

turc Night raids continucd on lnany Gcrman citcs,including Hamburg,

、vhcrc 7,000 tolls of b0111bs、vcrc droppcd and about 4野 ,000 pcoplc H′crc

killcd.Yct thcrc、vas no sign oFsurrcndcr by thc Nazi rcgiinc

Thc RAF thcn bcgan to targct Bcrhn,bOmbing thc city siXtccn til■■cs

bct、vccn Novcmbcr 1943 and MIarch 1944,、vhilc continuing to bOmb othcr

Gcrnian citics.Still Harris's cxpcctation of Nazi surrcndcr、vas llot flli一

nllcd on thc contrary,thc Gcrmans startcd cmploying ncw覇 ′capons of

irldiscrirninatc kilhng一一ミーl and V 2 rockctso WIorc than 9‐500ミ
ーl rockcts

、vcrc launchcd killing about 6,200 pcoplc About l,100ヽ
アー2 rOckcts rcachcd

various parts of England,killing 2,700 and inチuring 6,500 Pcoplc Ciaill■一

ing again thatthc(3crmans、vcrc on thC VCrgc ofa c01laPsc in lnOralc,Har一

ris stcppcd uP acrial attacks.In Fcbruary 1945,thc BOmbcr Comn■and

ncM′ 17,500 sortics and clroppcd 45)750 tOns on Gcrman citiCs.Bct,vccn

Fcbruary 13 and 15,Drcsdcn、vas hcavily bonlbcd Sor thc flrst tinlc by thc

RA■ this dmc tOgcthcr with thc U`S.Army Air Forcc(USAAF)During

tllc rOurtccn―hour raid,inassivc quantitics of inccndiarics burncd largC

arcas ofthis city,which houscd nO rnilitary facility,and killcd an cstinlatcd

25,000 to 30,000 pcoplc

Thc USAAR icd by lra Eakcr,cntcrcd thC bolllbing campatgn in Europc

in August 1942.DcsPitc rcpcatcd RAF rcqucsts to)Oin it in low,aldtudc

night bombing,thc USP【 zへF adhcrcd to its traditional stratcgy,1.c,so―

callcd prccision bombing in daylight fron■a high altitudc,using thc NOr一

dcn bombsight.Il■rcality)“prccision bOmbing'‐M′as a cuPhcl■■iSHl,そ
is thC

bombs rcgularly Scll at lcast a quartcr ll■ilc from thc targct.It is not sur一

PriSing,thcrcforc,that thc【」SP【AF klllcd not only Gcrn■
an civilians,but

atsO many Allicd civllians ofGcrman,occuPicd citics such as Paris,Nantcs,

Lillc,Loricnt,and Al■ astcrdam,FrOm NOvcmbcr 1943)U.S.bolllbcrs

startcd ``blind bOmbing,'' by 、vhich 、vas mcant that advanccs in radar
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)opcrativc bOnabing campaign、vas dc_
s[roying Gcrman lnoralc.E)issatisScd、

vith thc rcsults Of prccis10n bOmb,
ins by〔hc 8th u.s`Bonlbcr cOllarlland,hOwcvc与

(3cncral Hcnfy Arn01d
rCOrSanfzcd thc usAAF in EurOpF and sct uP thc Unitcd Statcs stratcgic

Ptir Forccs in Dcccmbcr 1943“Eakcr was dcmOtcd,and Cari sPaatz bc_
camc hcad Ofthc ussF

USバ 竹狂cgy mOК d受調 y tt。

協樋 総 &:隅 量 描 ;樹 経艦 :
ou〔thc ycars 1943 t0 1945,iゃc,〔。bor
ina[c in practicc ln thc fOur illonths bc〔

、vccn Scptcn3bcr l and Dcccmbcr

撚 温 粘 揺 芦 紙 拭 買 く

撤 躍 岩縦 兆 :骨蛇 嵐 盤 :
3.Blind bOmbing incrcascd t0 80 Pcr_

ccnt ofthc cntirc u.s.b0111bing campaign bctwccn octObcr 1944 and thc

cnd ofthc M′arin EurOPcin May 1945 1n Fcbruary 1945,Us.fOrccs,t。
_

靴 洋鮎 皆燎台品1謎 程 絡 縦 i絆 i瀞 艦 潜 il艦 苫
dcll10rah7_c thc pOpulacc I〔 、vas an OpcratiOn tOtally dcvOfd of tactical
vtlluc ln shOr[,uS.air attacks ill EtlrOPC had bccomc ll10stly【【

arca bOmb_
ingず
'ヽ
vith nO scriOus attcmpt t0 1tini[damagc tO inilitary targcts Thc ttct

that thc usP【 AF Icadcrs abandOncd Prccision bOmbing in rcality bu[

maintaincd it as a n.caningicss OfFlcial principlc is cvidcnt in thc cOuntcr_

Pltln agをとinS[ アヽl and v 2 rOckcts advOcatcd by Gcncral Arnold That、
vas

to ny 500 url131anncd, radar_cOntrolicd, ft11ly loadcd B_17b0131bcrs and

crash thcrll intO cncnly―hcld citics FOrtunatcly this Plan、vas ncvcr put
lnto pract〕cc.

Ncvcrthclcss,by thc cnd ofthc、 var,131 Gcrman tO、 vlls and citics had

官雨晶神 買 と∬ b8盟軽 Ftt d y  6 0 0 p 0 0  G t t m a n  d胡
ね応 had b∝n

k was agttntt hぉbackgrOund th品
推M!鑑】皆乱1技鮮8:艦campaign ofメaPan in latc 1944 Acc(

LcMay,b01nbing civilians was csscndalin Ordcr tO brcak)aPancsc mOralc,

and this was thc quickcst way to forcc thcm tO surrcndcr.At thc sanc

tilllc,it was thc llaOst cmciclltlllcthod tO ininirnizc casualtics tO thcir Own

mcn ln this scnsc,Arn01d,Lcルray,and othcr U s n■flitary lcadcrs inhcr_
itcd thc i(lca Of stra[cgic bOmbing Originally advocatcd by R/【

F icadcrs in
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ヽヽアOridヽヽアar IゃAccording to this cOnccpt,thc killing of cncmy civilians is

i u S t i n a b l c , n o  m a t t c r  h O w  c r u c i  t h c  m c t h O d ; i n d c c d  i t  i s  i n d i s p c n s a b i c  t O

hastcning surrcndcr U.S. lcadcrs,hOwcvcr, in thcir public PrOnOLlnCC一

mcnts,continucd tO insist that thcir bOmbs、vcrc dircctcd tO、vard lnllitary

targcts.Considcr,Ior cxamplc,Prcsidcn[Harry Truman's announccnlcnt

ilnmcdiatcly altcr thc bOmbing of HirOshilna:“Thc、vOrid、vili nOtc that

thc llrst atol■lic bomb、vas drOppcd on卜IIrOshilna,a■11litary basc.That

、vas bccausc、vc M′iShCd in this IIrst attack to avOid,in sO rar as PossibiC,thc

killing of civilians."Truman llladc this statcmcnt iHllncdiatcly fol10、ving

thc instatlt killing of 70,000 to 80,000 civllian rcsidcnts Of Hiroshirna`By

thc cnd Of1945,140,000 rcsidcnts Of that city dicd frOnl thc b011lb.In[hc

cnd,Inorc than 100)aPancsc citics、vcrc dcstrOycd by nrcbonlbing,and

two by atOnlic bombing,causing onc nlill10n casualtics,including mOrc

than half a milliOn dcaths,thc maiOrity bcing civilians,particularly

womcn and childrcn.

Inlmcdiatcly aFtcr thc、var,thc U.S govcrnmcnt crcatcd thc n■yth that
it 、vas thc atOrllic bombing of HirOshillla and Nagasaki that Flnally

brOughtan cnd tO thc10ng and b100dy、varin thc 7生sia_Pacinc rcgiorl,thus

i u S t i t t i n g  t h C  n l a s s  k l l l i n g  O F c i v i l i a n s  Y c t  t h i s  m y t h , w h i c h  t h c  u  S  g o v一

crnmcnt has stubbOrnly lnaintaincd fOri■10rc[han sixty ycars sincc thc cnd

ofthc、var,docs nOt rcally corrcsPOnd to thc histOrical facts Thc)apanCsc

govcrnmcnt did not cOnccdc tO thc Allics inllncdiatcly aftcr thc atottlic

bombing of HirOshima and Nagasaki,and UoS.bOmbing of othcr)apa

ncsc citics cOntinucd cvcry day up until zttLlguSt 14,thc day bcfOrc)apan

ofncially Surrcndcrcd (〕icarly,othcr imPOrtant issucs,in particular,thc

futurc Fatc OfHirOhitO and thc t■10narchy,as M′cll as thc sOvict uniOrl'scn,

try intO thc H′ar against)apan,n.ust bc cOnsidcrcd factOrs critical in cnd_

ing thc、var

Thc Unitcd statcs was not,of cOursc,alonc in indiscrilninatc bOllabing

in thc Pacinc、var Thc)aPancsC Impcrial Navy cngagcd in thc nrstindis_

criminatc bOmbing in thc Asia―Pacinc rcgiOn with thc ranuary 1932 attack

on civilians On Shanghai.Thcrcaftcrガapancsc bombcrs targctcd civilians

in Nan,ing,Wuhan,ChOngqing and Othcr citics`ChOngqing,in Particu_

lar,M′as targctcd in mOrc than 200 air raids ovcr thrcc ycars frOn■thc cnd

of 1938,bringing thc total dcath tOll up to 12,000 Hcrc,too,thc)apanCSC

、vcrc not targcting a nlihtary facility,bu[sought tO dcstrOy thc(3uOHlin―

dang's ccntcr of Po、vcr and dcmOralizc thc civilians、vhO suPPOrtCd this

rcgllnc.
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In thc I(Orcanヽヽアar,U.Sゃ良〕lccs bOnlbcd and dcstrOycd〔、vO larsc irriga一

tion dams,catising cnornlous llood damagc in NOrth Korca.As a rcsult,

NOrtll l(Orca's agricul[ural ccon0111y M′as ruincd.In thc VictnallaヽVar)na_

palm,clustcr bOmbs(wi[h a high ttilurc ratc),daisy_cuttcr bombs(sO_

callcd carthquakc bOmbs),and Agcnt Orangc(a chcmical dcfOliant)wcrc

、vidcly uscd Thcsc、 vcapons rcsultcd in iOng―tc rll■damagc tO thc cnviron_

nlcnt arld thc pcoplc,bringintt surfCring and dca〔h tO cOunticss civtlians

wcll altcr thc actual b01■lbing

ヽヽアhilc b100dy vヽars、vcrc bcing FOughtin KOrca and Victnalll and lnany

civilians frOna thcsc cOuntrics bccamc thc targc[Ofhcavy acrial bOmbings,

thc Unitcd Statcs and thc SOvict Union cngagcd in a c01d war,BOth na_

tions dcvOtcd thcmsclvcs vigOrOusly tO dcvc10ping nc、v and cvcrllaOrc dc―

structivc n(lclcar arms in ordcr tO annihilatc cach Othcr's citizcns 11l thc

proccss,[hcy prOduccd a tOtal ofrnOrc than 69,000 nucicar、varhcads,cOn_

ductcd ll10rc than l,700 nucicar tcsts bct、vccn 1945 and 1998,and crcatcd

a largc nun■bcr of victiHls Of radiOactivc faliOut.

Duc to thc、vidcsprcad usc Of dcplctcd_uraniunは 、vcapons in bOth Gulf

ヽヽアars and thc incrcasing possibility that tactica11lucicar arms IIlay bc uscd,

as Mrcll as thc avallability Of supcr,largc daisy―ctlttcr bombs arld inothcr

bonlbs,thc distinctiOn bct、、rccn convcntiOllal al■d nucicar、vcapons is rap―

idly disappcaring.Thc nunlbcr Of cOuntrics sccking tO cquip thcmsclvcs

、vith、vcapons Of mass dcstruction is incrcasing as nuclcar po、vcrs likc thc

Unitcd Sta〔cs and Britain attclllpt to subiugatC SO―callcd rOguc natlons by

thc usc Oflllllltary l■■igh〔

Thc Scptcnlbcr ll at[ack u′as unqucstiOnably an act Of tcrrOrisin,for it

klllcd thOusands Of civilians indiscrirninatcly This act,PcrpCtra[cd by an

al QaCda grOup,can bc sccn as a variatiOn Ofindiscrilminatc bOmbing us_

i n g  c i v i l i a n  i n s t c a d  O f m i l i t a r y  p l a n c s , C c r t a i n l y  a l  Q a c d a  w o u l d  h a v c  u s c d

bOmbcrs ifthat had bccn an Optiono Whcthcr such an attack is carricd Out

by an unOfacial armcd grOuP Or by lllllitary forccs,itis clcarly an act oftcr,

rorisn■fr01■l thc vic、vpoint Of thc civilian targcts.

Thc ma)Ority Of Victims Of stratcgic bombing arc civilianキ_in Particu

lar,M′On■cn and childrcn.In plain languagc,“stratcgic bOmbing''Of civil_

ians is an act oftcrrOrism ls thcrc any mOral,ustincation fOr kllling tcns
ofthOusands ofnOncOmbatants undcr thc ratiOnalc thatit M′ili fOrcc a s、vift

surrcndcr'Itisinaportantto rcnlcmbcr that nO、var has cvcr bccn brOught

to an cnd by bombing civilians lndccd,such a stratcgy typically strcngth一

cns rcslstancc.

lNTRODUCTiON

In asscssing spccinc cascs ofindiscrirninatc bombing)、vc in ust rcmcm―

bcr thc history ofits juStincation and Practicc,which wc havc datcd frOm

WOrldヽ Var I.Inヽ Vorldヽ アar II,thc Bridsh,thc Ccrmans,thc)apanCSC,

and thc Amcricans all cngagcd in stratcgic bOmbing with hcavy tons in

civilian tivcs,allcgcdly in thc bclicf that it M′ould dcmOralizc thc cncmy

and spccd uP surrcndcr.ヽヽアc lnust bc carcfui not to gct boggcd doM′n in

arguing M′hcthcr or not thc nrcbombing of Tokyo and thc bombing of

H i r o s h i〕n a  a n d  N a g a s a k i  w c r c  s t r a t c g i c a l l y , u S t t n a b l c  T h c  f u n d a m c n _

tal qucstion is why this thcory of rnass I■lurdcr has Pcrsistcd for so long,

cvcn aftcr thc atoll■ic bombings.ヽヽ
アhy was thc stratcgy applicd during thc

Korcan and Victnam wars,and why arc variants ofit still uscd to iusti争

thc“collatcral damagc"of“prccisiOn bombing"in wars suchゃs th°SC

in Afghanistan)Kosovo,and lraqP Thc fact is that kllling civlllans is a

crimc against humanity rcgardlcss of thc asscrtcd military,ustincation,a

crirnc〔hatshould bc pullishcd On thc basis ofthc Nurcmbcrg and(3cncva

principlcs


