Hiroshima in the International Context:
How the World Reported the 60th Anniversary of the Atomic Bombing

INOUE Yasuhiro
Session on July 30 at HIROSHIMA and PEACE 2009

This session consists of two parts: lecture and discussion. The discussion will be based on the content

of the newspaper articles. Students are required to read all the newspaper articles (listed below) about

the atomic bombing of Hiroshima beforehand. Each article was carried by a leading newspaper of the

respective country in 2005, the 60th anniversary of the atomic bombing.

rI\Tation Newspaper Headline
UsS The Wall Street Journal Hiroshima: Nuclear weapons, then and now
Us Honolulu Advertiser A Democrat ordered it, conservatives denounced it
China People s Daily Tragedy of Hiroshima
China (Hong Kong) | South China Morning Post | Why the world is in Japan’s debt
Korea The Dong-A llbo While ignoring any apology. . .
Germany Frankfurter Allgemeine The heavens over Hiroshima
UK Guardian The birth of ‘mere terror’
France Le Monde Memory and lapse of memory

We will have approximately 45 minutes for discussion in these small groups.  During the last part of
the session, we will ask each group to present, to the whole class, a brief summary of the main

findings (2-3 minutes for each group).

Suggested topics:

*  How is the act of dropping the bomb framed (e.g., as a justifiable means of ending the war, as a
tragedy, as a war crime)?

*  To what extent are the readers informed of the horrible aftermath and delayed effects of radiation
on the victims of the bombing?

* Is the event presented as only a past event, or said-(or implied) to be a significant moral lesson
that should be passed on to future generations (or trivialized)?

*  What (lessons) did you learn from these articles?

*  Assuming that you (your group) are the reporter(s) assigned to cover the Hiroshima bombing,

what article would you write? How would you portray the event?

Reference (If you are interested, please ask Prof. Inoue for this article)

INOUE, Yasuhiro & RINNERT Carol. (2007). “Editorial Reflections on
Historical/Diplomatic Relations with J apan and the U.S.: International
Newspaper Coverage of the 60th Anniversary of the Hiroshima Bombing.” Keio
Communication Review, v.29, 59-83.
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Hiroshima

anniversary of the dropping of the

atomic bomb on Hiroshima, which killed
outright an estimated 80,000 Japanese and has-
tened World War II to its conclusion on August
15. Those of us who be-

T oday—or August 6 in Japan—is the 60th

remained—free throughout the Cold War. For
embattled Israel, nuclear weapons have not
only helped guarantee its existence, they have
paradoxically provided it with the margin of
strength it needs to contemplate territorial con-

cessions  unimagin-
long to the postwar able for other states its
generations tend to re- Nuclear u:leap ons, size.
gard the occasion as a then an now. Of course, for every

somber, even shame- :
ful, one. But that’s not how the generation of
Americans who actually fought the war saw it.
And if we’re going to reflect seriously about the
bomb, we ought first to think about it as they
did.

In 1945, Paul Fussell was a 21-year-old sec-
ond lieutenant who’d spent much of the previ-
ous year fighting his way through Europe. At
the time of Hiroshima, he was scheduled to par-
ticipate in the invasion of the Japanese main-
land, for which the Truman Administration an-
ticipated casualties of between 200,000 and one
million Allied soldiers. No surprise, then, that
when news of the bomb reached Lt. Fussell and
his men, they had no misgivings about its use:

“We learned to our astonishment that we
would not be obliged in a few months to rush up
the beaches near Tokyo assault-firing while be-
ing machine-gunned, mortared, and shelled,
and for all the practiced phlegm of our tough fa-
cades we broke down and cried with relief and
joy. We were going to live.”

Mr. Fussell was writing about American
lives. What about Japanese lives? The Japa-
nese army was expected to fight to the last
man, as it had during the battles of Iwo Jima
and Okinawa. Since the ratio of Japanese to
American combat fatalities ran about four to
one, a mainland invasion could have resulted
in millions of Japanese deaths—and that’s not
counting civilians. The March 1945 Tokyo fire
raid killed about 100,000; such raids would have
intensified had the war dragged on. The collec-
tive toll from the Hiroshima and Nagasaki
bombings is estimated at between 110,000 and
200,000.

* * *

Nuclear weapons are often said to pose a
unique threat to humanity, and in the wrong
hands they do. But when President Truman
gave the go-ahead to deploy Fat Man and Little
Boy, what those big bombs chiefly represented
was salvation: salvation for young Lt. Fussell
and all the GIs; salvation for the tens of thou-
sands of Allied POWSs the Japanese intended to
execute in the event of an invasion; salvation
for the grotesquely used Korean “comfort
women”; salvation for millions of Asians en-
slaved by the Japanese.

Not least, and despite the terrible irony, the
bombings were salvation for Japan, since they
prompted Emperor Hirohito to intervene with
his bitterly divided government to end the war,
thus laying the groundwork for America’s be-
neficent occupation and the country’s subse-
quent prosperity. To understand the roots of
modern Japan’s pacifist mentality, so at vari-
ance with its old warrior culture, one need only
visit. Hiroshima’s peace park.

The same can be said about nuclear weap-

" ons in other contexts. America’s nuclear arse-
nal helped thwart Soviet expansionism and pro-
vided the umbrella under which Western Eu-
rope and the Asian rim countries became—and

Pershing missile that
helped keep Western Europe free, a Soviet SS-20
helped keep Eastern Europe captive. In the
hands of democracies, nuclear weapons safe-
guard liberty; in the hands of dictatorships,
they safeguard despotism. It’s doubtful the So-
viet Union could have survived as long as it did
had it never developed nuclear weapons. That’s
true for North Korea today, and it explains why
the mullahs of Tehran seek to bolster their fal-
tering regime with an atomic bomb.

Also true is that the threat nuclear weapons
pose today is probably greater than ever be-
fore. That's not because they're more plentiful —
thanks to the 2002 Moscow Treaty (negotiated
by John Bolton), U.S. and Russian arsenals are
being cut to levels not seen in 40 years. It's be-
cause nuclear know-how and technology have
fallen into the hands of men such as A.Q. Khan
and Kim Jong 11, and they, in turn, are but one
degree of separation away from the jihadists
who may someday detonate a bomb in Times or
Trafalgar Square.

* * *

Reflecting on this history, there’s a ten-
dency to wax melancholic about the dangers of
letting the proverbial genie out of his bottle,
and to suggest we stuff him back in. Thus the re-
flexive opposition by Democrats and some Re-
publicans to developing new nuclear weapons
such as the “bunker buster” and to the resump-
tion of nuclear testing. The Senate has even ze-
roed out of the President’s budget funding for a
high-powered laser that would help gauge the
reliability of the U.S. arsenal without testing.
We also frequently hear calls for the U.S. to
lead by example by further reducing its arse-
nal, and for the Bush Administration to
“strengthen” the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty by agreeing to the useless Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty.

Yet the notion that the nuciear genie can be
willed out of existence through the efforts of
right-thinking people is as absurd as it is wrong-
headed. Just as guns and knives will be with us
forever, so too will the bomb. We need bunker
busters because North Korea and Iran are us-
ing underground facilities to build weapons
that threaten us, and we must be able credibly
to threaten in return. We need to have nuclear
tests because the reliability of our principal
warhead, the W-76, has been seriously called
into question, and China must not be enticed to
compete with us as a nuclear power. In neither
case does the U.S. set a “bad example.” Rather,
it demonstrates the same capacity for moral
self-confidence that carried America through
World War II and must now carry us through
the war on terror.

Looking back after 60 years, who cannot be
grateful that it was Truman who had the bomb,
and not Hitler or Tojo or Stalin? And looking for-
ward, who can seriously doubt the need for
might always to remain in the hands of right?
That is the enduring lesson of Hiroshima, and
it is one we ignore at our peril.

Wonder Land / By Daniel Henninger

London’s Bombs
Go Off Inside

America’s Head

On September 11, 2001, Islamic terrorists
flew two planes into the World Trade Center,
one into the Pentagon and one into rural Penn-
sylvania. In just over an hour, they killed
nearly 3,000 Americans. Not more than a year
later, nothing was more important in the lives
of many Americans than that they extinguish
the Patriot Act and drive George Bush and
every remnant of his presidency from office,
including the “unconstitutional” war on terror.

March 11, 2004, terrorists cut from the same
Islamic cloth as September 11 blew up four
Spanish commuter trains, covering Madrid’s
main station with parts of 191 dead people and
1,460 others, often horribly wounded. But the
needle hardly moved in the politics of “George
Bush’s war on terror.” In the U.S., nothing was
more important than “closing” a holding pen
for Islamic terrorists in Cuba.

July 7, 2005: the London bombings. In the
four weeks since this happened, I have talked
about it, on the West Coast and East Coast,
with people one could describe as “non-Bush
voters.” To a man and woman, they say in s¢
many words that the time has come to “get
tough on the terrorists.” One event, London,
appears to have caused an internal reassess-
ment among some Americans formerly ambiva-
lent about the war on terror.

Profiling, a forbidden thought in some politi-
cal quarters since hyper-thyroidic New Jersey
state cops were rousting black people on the
turnpike, is a subject for polite company. After
years of reading how our “policies” were creat-
ing Islamic recruits to jihad, the London bomb-
ing has created recruits for the war on terror.

What happened?

Reality happened. September 11 was, in a
sense, unreal. T.S. Eliot reflected in 1922 on
“unreal” post-war London: “I had not thoughi
death had undone so many/Sighs, short anc
infrequent, were exhaled/And each man fixec
his eyes before his feet.” I think for some, whal
happened that day—passenger planes flowr
into buildings, the slow death of the towers—
was just too much, off the charts, a trauma anc
a personal concussion. Something like that.

July 7 London was more comprehensible
Americans were able to absorb London more
clinically, observers from afar. London alsc
happened to an English-speaking people, s¢
every televised comment back to the U.S., from
the first witnesses to the police reports of ap
prehended and named terrorists, was under-
stood and internalized. Then the British me
dia, God bless them, reduced the madness tc
one, right cliche: The bombers are our neigh
bors. Three years in, the battle lines finally
come clear.

The American psyche, or some part of it
has seemed disinclined to believe terrorists
could be anything other than invaders from
another planet. Seasonal, like the hurricanes
No matter that the Lackawanna Six, wh
pleaded guilty to terrorism charges, were a
much “the neighbors” in upstate New York a
the bombers from London’s suburbs. No mat
ter that the trial of the 1993 World Trade Cente
bombers revealed they too were “the neigt
bors,” or worse, a fifth column.

No matter. Within a year of September 11
one of the most controversial, bitterly cor
tested parts of the Patriot Act was the provi
sion on surveillance of books checked out at th
library.

We had become captive to the wrong medi
cliche. Saying 9/11 “changed everything
meant nothing. That allowed another cliche t
take hold and define the policy debate afte
9/11: Whatever else, we can't “sacrifice ou
fundamental values.” (I think much of this ha
to do with the fact that the opposition persor
ally didn't like the Patriot Act’s designate
evangelist, John Ashcroft, especially afte
hearing he held Bible readings at work.)

unexpected. And whiie there
are plenty of legal scholars
who will say it was wrong, it
has some basis in case law
and precedent.

In short, while appeals will
be launched and alternative
strategies devised, it is clear
now that Hawaiians-only
programs, including those as
well-appreciated and suc-
cessful as Kamehameha
Schools, are under vigorous
legal attack.

While many are seeing the
ruling as a setback, if not an
outright defeat, that is not
necessarily the final word. In
fact, the ruling may accom-
plish what years of discus-
sion on Hawaiian self-deter-
mination have failed to pro-
duce: a unified, forward-
looking Hawaiian voice on
these issues.

This weekend has seen a
series of rallies under the
sponsorship of the school on
all the major islands. These
unity rallies, informational
gatherings and prayer servic-
es were expected to draw a
broad spectrum of the com-
munity. This includes not just
Hawaijans but others who
support the mission and goals
of Kamehameha Schools.

Here's the interesting thing:
Those rallies will bring to-
gether Hawaiians who agree
on virtually nothing about the
self-determination movement.
Some support the Akaka bill;
others oppose it. Some want
to see Hawaiians become a
nation within a nation. Others
seek total independence.

But there is strong agree-
ment across the board about
the importance of Kame-
hameha Schools as something
that belongs to them, has
been successful and is not to
be trifled with by outsiders.

In short, the ruling may turn
out to be a unity builder with
greater strength than anything
that has come before, If
Hawaiians conclude they are
of one voice, one perspective
on this issue, then they have
the potential of becoming a
potent political force.

Which is only appropriate,

hitha

A Democrat ordered it, conservatives
denounced it; times have changed
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COMMENTARY
By Leo Maley IIf
and Uday Mohan
Yesterday was the 60th
anniversary of the atomic
destruction of Hiroshima
during World War IL
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cause they were once
among the most vocal crit-
ics of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima.

Consider the following:
On Aug. 8, 1945, two days af-
ter the bombing, former Re-
publican President Herbert

Americans reflect on this
event in sharply differing
ways. Some Americans re-
call the event with shame
and express their fervent
hope that nuclear weapons
never be used again. Others ~

firmly believe that the use of
atomic bombs saved Ameri-
can lives by ending the war — S _ -
hile pr " 1 - - -
Xmeiigaicilx‘:\?:igo;zf? ](:;Zn. JUNJI KUROKAWA | Associated Press
More challenging to con-  The Atomic Bomb Dome at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park is all
sider is whether it was an that remains of the devastation the first atomic bombing produced.
unjustifiable act in a fully BELOW: An Allied correspondent examined the rubble of a nearby
justified war. movie house not long after the Japanese unconditional surrender.

Those who believe the
bomb's use was justified often label their opponents “pacifists,”
“1960s radicals,” “bleeding-heart liberals” or “revisionists.”
These epithets merely delay the day when Americans will con-
sider the import of having used nuclear weapons.

Our failure to grapple fully with the ethical questions stem-
ming from our use of mass violence against civilians has meant
that we unwittingly endorse an act that some would consider
state terror. ¢

ic bomb.

SEE BOMB, 84

Hoover wrote to a friend
that “the use of the atomic
bomb, with its indiscrimi-
nate killing of women and
children, revolts my soul.”
Days later, David
Lawrence, the conservative
owner and editor of U.S.
News (now U.S. News &
World Report), argued that
Japan’s surrender had been
inevitable without the atom-

He added that justifica-
tions of “military necessity”
will “never erase from our
minds the simple truth that
we, of all civilized nations ... did not hesitate to employ the most
destructive weapon of all times indiscriminately against men,
women and children.”

Just weeks after Japan’s surrender, an article published in the
conservative magazine Human Events contended that America’s

ment — along with in
agricultural productiv
stand to be derailed b
number of fear monge
to stir up hysteria ove
technology.

It's a shame, becaus
seen how biotech sav
Hawaiian papaya indt
it could help us all in
other ways.

One of the main po
contention is based o1
derstanding that biote
in Hawai'‘i can someh
pollinate with indiger
species, and thereby t
the purity of our natix
eties.

Pollen movement a
exchange between co
plants is a well-under
natural occurrence, e:
in commodity agricul

We rightly expect Germany and Japan to confront painful
episodes from their participation in World War II. Now it’s our
turn.

Conservatives today are the natural candidates to take the

lead in confronting our most painful episode from the war, be- News Service.

Leo Maley III has taught at the University of Massachusetts-

Amherst and University of Maryland-College Park. Uday Mohan
is director of research at the Nuclear Studies Institute, American
University in Washington. They wrote this article for the History

- Hawai‘i, there are no
ble native plants whe)
crops are cultivated.
As part of an envirc
risk assessment, the U
the Hawai‘i Departme
Pttt b

icked the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park during the ceremony to mark the 60th anniversary of the
# atomic bombing in Hiroshima yesterday.
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atomic destruction of Hiroshi-
ma might be morally “more
shameful” and “more degrad-
ing” than Japan’s “indefensible
and infamous act of aggression™
at Pear] Harbor. '

Such scathing criticism on the .
part of leading American con-
servatives continued well after
1945, A 1947 editorial in the
Chicago Tribune, at the time a
leading conservative voice,
claimed that President Harry S
Truman and his advisers were
guilty of “crimes against human-
ity” for “the utterly unnecessary
killing of uncounted Japanese.”

In 1948, Henry Luce, the con-
servative owner of Time, Life
and Fortune, stated that “if, in-
stead of our doctrine of ‘uncon-
ditional surrender,’ we had all
along made our conditions
clear, I have little doubt that the
war with Japan would have end-
ed soon without the bomb ex-
plosion which so jarred the
Christian conscience.”

vative criticism continued
throughout the 1950s. A 1958 ed-
itorial in William F. Buckley Jr.'s
National Review took Truman
to task for his post-retirement
explanation of why he had de-
cided to drop an atomic bomb
on Hiroshima. The editors
asked the question that “ought
to haunt Harry Truman: ‘Was it
really necessary? *

Could a demonstration of the
bomb and an ultimatum have
ended the war? The editors chal-

v

re) R =
JUNJI KUROKAWA | Assaciated Press

{

A steady drumbeat of conser- -

lenged Truman to provide a sat-

isfactory answer. Six weeks later,

the magazine published an arti-
cle harshly critical of Truman’s
atomic-bomb decision.

‘Two years later, David
Lawrence informed his maga-

zine’s readers that it was “not too

late to confess our guilt and to
ask God and all the world to for-
give our error” of having used

atomic weapons against civilians._
As a1959 National Reviéw ar-

ticle matter-of-factly stated:
“The indefensibility of the

atomic bombing of Hiroshima is

becoming a part of the national
conservative creed.”
But times change. In recent

decades, most American conser-

vatives have become uncritical
of America’s use of atomic
weapons and dismissive of any-
one who holds a contrary view.
Conservative publications
now routinely defend Truman’s
decision. Critics of his decision,

JUNJI KUROKAWA | A

John Schuchadt, center, and wife Carrie, right, both of Ipswich, Mass.,
were greeted by a Buddhist monk in Hiroshima on Thursday. The two
Americans are touring the world to protest what they say are U.S.
policies of “nuclear threats and pre-emptive wars.*

to quote from a representative
National Review editorial from
1987, are “wrong, and profoundly
offensive to all Americans and
Japanese who died in that war,
and to those Americans who still
possess the ability to think.”
Sixty years after the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima, we have
an opportunity to grapple anew
with the questions surrounding

that event.

Anmerican conservatives
should renew their earlier,
deeply held ethical criticism of
the Hiroshima bombing instead
of promoting the inaccurate but
politically convenient view that
criticism of the atomic bombing
can only come from the left.

Their response will not only
tell us much about contempo-
rary American conservatism, it
will also determine whether we
finally can have an honest de-
bate about Hiroshima’s destruc-
tion.
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AEB# People’ Daily
China, essay, 6 August 2005

Tragedy of Hiroshima: Where is the lesson from history?
B

On August 6, 60 years ago, the United States dropped the first atomic bomb ever used on humankind.
Instantly, the city of Hiroshima was completely in ruins, and 140,000 people lost their lives. When 1
attended the 55th Hiroshima Convention at the end of June last year, the mayor of Hiroshima, Mayor Akiba,
said the following: Sixty years ago, the people in Hiroshima encountered the catastrophe of the atomic
bomb, and the survivors were faced with the choice between life and death. They, however, chose to live
and to fight with burns, radioactivity, and leukemia; struggled with an anguished life; and reconstructed the
city of Hiroshima. ~ Citizens of Hiroshima have been campaigning for human beings not to repeat such a
tragedy and to prevent nuclear wars. Also we recognize that we shguld not make enemies and when we
forget history we will repeat the same mistakes. '

1 visited Hiroshima and met Ikuo Hirayama, a painter, five years ago. At that time, he told me his
story about the war time.  He was studying at a junior high school when the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima in 1945. His classmates heard the detonation sound and went aut from the room and saw &
fireball in the sky. However, Mr. Hirayama stayed inside the room for some reason.  After a while when
he went out from the classroom, he saw his classmates were lying dead or injured. The city of Hiroshima
was in ruins. Mr. Hirayama reflected on that time and talked calmly; however I could feel the sorrow in
deep his eyes. Mr. Hirayama and | have been committee members of 21 century Japan-China Friendship
Association and it has been several years since we began holding annual meetings to promote Japan-China
friendship. Committee members from both countries, China and Japan, have often held heated debates
when discussing international affairs, but he did not join in such arguments. He proposed numerous ideas
every year to endorse better friendship and mutual understanding for both countries. I did not have many
chances to talk with him personally; nevertheless I felt that nobody truly loved human beings more than he
did, and he acknowledged ways to promote better Chiﬁa—Japan relationship when I came and listened to his
own personal history.

I have visited Hiroshima many times. The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum displays and
illustrates the atomic bomb tragedy, and Japanese citizens' appeals that they are the victims of war.
Visitors from Chongging, China, when they visited the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Museum a few years ago,
said to a Japanese friend, “Looking at Hiroshima of those days reminded me of Chongging during the war
against Japan because Japan dropped numerous bombs on Chongging. Chongging at that time looked like
Hiroshima after the A-Bomb”. They: invited friends from Hiroshima to show the circumstances in
Chongging of those times.  Afterwards, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum started to display
materials such as pictures of China and other parts of Asia damaged by the Japanese invasion. The
carving on the marble cenotaph in the Peace Memorial park reads ‘Let All the Souls Here Rest in Peace,
For We Shall Not Repeat the Evil’. The mayor of the city at the time, in 1952 when the cenotaph was
built, said ‘the Evil’ carved on it indicated the mistake Japanese imperialism had committed, and he hoped
people who came there would pray for the same mistake never to be repeated.
Every time I visit Hiroshima, 1 wonder whether the Japanese people really recognize that the
result of the atomic bombing arose from the fact that Japan commenced a war of aggression. The last
time 1 visited Hiroshima, I listened to a talk by a victim of the A-bomb, Akihiro Takahashi. At that time
he was a junior high school student, and the education he had at school taught him that Japan waged the
war to survive, which means Japanese people had to kil their enemies. He explained that the victims of
the war included not only people in Hiroshima but also people killed in other parts of Asia, including China,
during the Japanese war of invasion. His talk eased my mind to some extent.

On July 26, a Japanese right-winger tried to eliminate ‘the Evil’ carved on the peace memorial
stone chest. “Why on Earth does Japan admit the evil? This is the evil America committed”, he insisted.
The next day a Hiroshima local broadcast reported that several American veterans came back to Hiroshima
and one of them stated, “Japan should not forget the attack on Pear] Harbor. America did not make a
mistake.”  On the same day, the service also broadcast a report on former J apanese prisoners of war who
visited a prison camp at Lushun, China, on the 60th anniversary of the war against Japan.

The former war prisoners are 70 to 80 years old now, and some of them have addressed an appeal to atone
for the acts they committed during the Japanese invasion on China by making woodcuts for the rest of their
lives. ‘

Before leaving Hiroshima, I again looked back at Hiroshima City today. The city is surrounded
by beautiful green mountains and blue sea, and the people are living in peace. Already 60 years have
passed since the horrible atomic bombing, though the scars inside the hearts of the people living in
Hiroshima have probably not healed yet. Nevertheless, it would seem to be more important for people to
recognize whether the A-Bomb tragedy was caused by the Japanese military invasion of the countries in
Asia. The Mayer of Hiroshima Akinori Akiba said, “when people forget about history, the history will be
repeated”. It will be a huge task for people to comprehend history appropriately.
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WHE B The Dong-Allbo
Korea, feature, 6 August 2005

While ignoring any apolegy, “The U.S. is the offender” echoes in vain
Hiroshima 60th anniversary of the A-bomb, Japan report

On August 6, people will commemorate the 60th anniversary of the first atomic bomb ever used
on humankind. On the 5th, the City of Hiroshima was filled with prayers, anti-war and anti-nuclear
groups, and media press around the Peace Memoﬁal Park and the A-bomb Dome, with its steel frame
preserved as it remained from the time of the bombing. Most of their activities criticized the “offender”
U.S. without showing any regret for the invasion of Korea.' 1 was afraid that the Japanese society as a
whole was swinging to the Right.

VPeace Memorial Park becoming Anti-US advertisement

At 10 a.m. on the 5th, the 36th Memorial Service for the War Dead was held. There were more
than 300 participants including Korean residents of Japan and students in front of the Memory of the
Korean Victims of the A-bomb, which is located in the park. While people strongly insisted upon peace
because the tragedy of the A-bombing should not be repeated again, Japanése high school girl scouts drew
my attention. Yuko Nishimura, an 11th grader who visited the park for the first time, said, “I did not know
that there are Korean A-bomb survivors as I have not learned about it. I’ll now realize the fact that people
were brought by force to Japan against their will. 1’1l also be friendly to Korean people from now on.”
“Please join our activity to claim an apology from the US, which massacred innocent children, women and
elders,” some private group advocated. At the same time, they were carrying out signature collection
campaigns in a bid against war and nuclear weapons. Similar sights were viewed all around the park.
Their appeals attracted Japanese prayer-givers, who came from the suburbs in big coaches, and raced over
to subscribe. .

Citizens’ groups repeatedly voiced anti-America propaganda, along with information about a
gathering, to ban-the-bomb campaigners from cars pulled over at bus stops. Takano, a young member of
one group, criticized America’s atrocious cruelties by saying, “The war should have ended without the
atomic bombing, but the USA unilaterally invaded Japan and slaughtered people brutally to occupy it.”
However, when I asked his opinion about the Japanese war crimes toward Korea, “To be honest, I don’t
know much about it,” he replied awkwardly.

The exhibitions in the park also illustrated the wartime devastation, such as photos of burned
corpses shortly after the bombing. Most of them emphasized only the A-bomb catastrophes in Japan but
not those of the Japanese war of invasion.

A female guide in her 50s, whom I met at the Hiroshima A-bomb 60th anniversary exhibition,
raised her voice saying, “We Asians should all be active together in the anti-nuclear movement”. When I
asked the reason why there were no materials relating to the atrocities of the Japanese aggression in Asia,
she answered inaccurately, “This exhibition consistently shows objective information on the dropping of
the A-bomb”.
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Frankfurter Allgemeine, August 6, 2005

Der Himmel uber Hiroshima (The heavens over Hiroshima), byVon Volker Zastrow

The Einstein year and the commemoration of Hiroshima come together in 2005. Sixty years before, in 1945,
within three days the United States destroyed both Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki with the bombs “Little Boy”
and “Fat Man”. They were totally new weapons. The first one [of these bombs], named by Robert Oppenheimer after a
spiritual sonnet by John Donne, “Trinity”, had been successfully tested three weeks earlier by the pioneers of the
“Manhattan Project” in a desert area called “Ground Zero”. A hundred years ago, in 1905, the young physical scientist
Albert Einstein had published his revolutionary discoveries about the construction of the world in space and time in three
essays. To him belong the acknowledgement of already existing suspicions about the molecular construction of matter
and the theoretical discovery of the connection between energy and matter.

Even though Einstein’s method was in the first place one of logic and mathematics, his discoveries go beyond
human understanding. One can only think about them in the semantics of conclusions. At the same time, also due to
Einstein’s initiative, especially in quantum theory, and against his resolute and feeling-emphasized resistance (“God does
not play dice”), an ambiguity has entered the exact physical sciences, whose solution until now has been worked on
fruitlessly. Finally, though not least [significantly] resulting from these discoveries, in our age a total determination,
which together with the history of the universe also encompasses the smallest emotions of the human mind, has entered
modem natural scientific thought.

Einstein’s breakthrough, which opened the mind to the incomprehensible, can be seen as the high point of the
Enlightenment. It however also brought it to an end. While he was teaching the laws of the incomprehensible, he also
taught, going beyond the former philosophies, the incomprehensible itself. In theology this is called a proof of God. The
new ambiguity of physics unwillingly resists the Enlightenment idea of the penetrating light of the Ratio and opposes it
with something impenetrable, which it can admit with any mystery, yes, which is equal to such a thing [?]. Surpassing
physics, the modern natural sciences factually had to give up, with the Enlightenment, the inseparable connected claim of
being free from contradictions. Theories of predestination, in which the idea of freedom appears as an empty delusion, are
competing with the restless model of coincidence and probability. Whichever interpretation is given, it will be equally
difficult to see some value in human life.

These considerations do not directly concern every main area of Enlightenment thinking, which can be seen as a
claim for the validity of the argument against the unreasonableness of power. The Enlightenment also wanted to get rid of
religion -- which was often connected with power as well as with mistaken unreasonableness -- so as to liberate humanity
from the insignificance of its oppression. But if humanity is finally freed of that, it discovers in a new worldview again
only its own insignificance. The proud subject of the enlightenment finds itself a miserably insignificant object.

In that, in the extreme contrast of subject and object, doing and suffering, killing and dying, again power emerges.
Nothing has translated this anacoluthic construction [?] of the Enlightenment more clearly into the factual world then
Hiroshima: how only one aircraft, only one bomb, only one gunman in only one second from the heavens downward can
reduce tens of thousands to nothing and bring measureless suffering to an even bigger number. The message which this
contains was formulated as such by the Japanese Emperor Hirohito. He did not know, how he could tell this to his son; he
did not want a child to even experience the fact that such a weapon exists. Since then it is not any different for most
parents in this respect, with regard to horrors.

In many ways Auschwitz and Hiroshima are connected with each other. Without Hitler’s anti-Semitism, the
atomic bomb would probably have been developed in the German Reich, considering the scientific landscape in the
thirties. The exodus of Jewish scientists from the whole of Europe, enforced by the national socialists, guided the decisive
requirements for the building of the bomb to the United States. More than everything before it, Auschwitz has shown
what kind of unspeakable horrors depraved humans are capable of performing. The mushroom cloud has shown what
humanity brings to fruition {produces]. Therefore Hiroshima is not only the big dividing line in the last century but also a
pivotal point in history.

Since that time humanity lives knowing that its destruction is possible. This conclusion can also be reached by
other more natural, scientifically insightful roads, from biology or astronomy. On top of that, since Hiroshima, it is very
clear, that humanity itself can also bring about the end of its own history. The scientists around Oppenheimer did not
know before the bomb test whether the chain reaction would possibly burn the atmosphere. They released the unheard of
energy that Einstein had discovered in matter for the first time. It radiated brighter than the sun. In the lightning flash of
enlightenment over Hiroshima, the end of humanity became knowable; it has become fixed in the consciousness of
modern man as a possibility. Before then, this was a question of faith.
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charte signée en 1992, dans
lle les établissements finan-
s’engageaient a « gfffir des
'es bancaires de base & tous »,
Ju'il soit nécessaire de « déter-
r a priori » les particuliers qui

eraient de- ces services, n’'a

is été suivie de faits. .
ant au dispositif du droit au
ste inscrit dans la loi, impo-
un refus humiliant suivi d*un
1r par la Banque de France
liqué et stigmatisant, sans
siter des délais d’attente pénali-
, il ne concerne qu'un nombre:
estreint de bénéficiaires.

1s la pression des consom-
urs, de leurs organisations, les
ues ont récemment apporté
réponse, purement commer-

. & Yexclusion bancaire 2 tra-

des offres-de panier de servi-
ont on ne discutera mémg pas
rtinence quant a leur contenu
ur niveau de prix, tant que le
2me de fond restera entier: la
€ totalement discrétionnaire
les gardent d’accepter ou de
er laccds de leur offre au

. dImateur. - _
faisant campagne pour un ser-

»ancaire universel (SBU) insti-
ar voie législative, nous neus
dons aux réactions épidermi-
des adversaires de l'interven-
isme. La proposition n’est pas
re idéologique et ri’est pas affi-
. une doctrine sociale particu-
La preuve en est que, deé I'avis
e du Conseil de la concurren-
1 service universel peut se jus-
deés lors que les services sont
. essentiels, reconnus comme
irét général et que les mécanis-
de marché ne suffisent pas a
‘aire ]a demande. »

tat serait parfaitement dans
Ole en garantissant les termes
trat social qui lie dans une
té de droit tous les membres
ps économique et politique.

-dela de ce principe fondamen-
hacun se souvient que le gou-

'ment a regu du président de
publique le mandat de réduire
cture sociale et de soutenir la
s>mmation. Deés lors, en refu-

de participer 2 la.contribution

‘rét général que le politique
wnde par ailleurs 3 d’autres opé-
Is privés, tels que France Télé-
ou EDF, les banques feraient

: ial de plus

T
b

H

valoir un droit inique A bénéficier
d’un régime d’exception, d’autant
moins justifié que leurs bénéfices
cumulés frisent 'insolence.
Ajoutons encore que Yeffort
consenti, loin de remettre en ques-
tion Péquilibre général de la ban-
que de détail, serait tout a fait
dérisoire au regard, des revenus

ALAIN BAZOT est président

" de 'UFC-Que choisir.

générés : le coiit global d’un SBU
représenterait moins de 0,18 % du
produit national bancaire. Nos étu-
des ont établi que son cofit écono-
mique n'atteindrait pas les §50 mil-
lions d’euros par an alors; méme
que le nombre de ses bénéficthires
dépasserait les 2 250 000 ‘person-
nes. It est donc parfaitement possi-
ble de concilier dimension sociale
et rationalité économique.

Ce sont

4 a 5 millions

de personnes,

en situation
d'exclusion i ,
financiere

qui se voient
destituées de leur
appartenance

de droit

a la communauté

[
'

Notre engagement dans un
consumérisme moderne, généreux

-et réaliste, n'épouse, sur cei sujet

encoré moins qu’un autre, aucun
des intéréts de tel ou tel grpupe de

. pression : si intérét il y a, gest I'in-
térét général d'une comrpupauté

sociale qui ne saurait s’actommo-
der des processus de bannissegment
économique par un secteur profes-
sionnel en situation de monopole.

2s ONG de la gravité de la crise

cechmlae mie Oablal A avr A

ché. Cette objection est acceptée

avw Van AR Al Anblant nmsmns-

v feNionde

EDITORIAL

La mémoire et Poubli

SOIXANTE ANS aprés l'ex-
plosion de deux bombes atomi-
ques sur les villes japonaises
d’Hiroshima (le 6 aofit 1945) et
de Nagasaki (le 9 aoiit 1945), il
apparait cruellement que la
réflexion sur Pusage de Parme
nucléaire et la volonté de puis-
sance n’a guére progressé. Six
décennies ont passé et l'on
pourrait reprendre P'éditorial
d’Albert Camus (1913-1960)
paru dans Combat dés le lende-
main de la premiére explosion :
«(..) la civilisation mécanique
vient de parvenir a son dernier
degré de sauvagerie. Il va falloir
choisir, dans un avenir plus. ou
moins proche, entre le suicide col-
lectif ou l'utilisation intelligente

-des conqueétes scientifiques. »

Mais le Prix Nobel de littéra-
ture n’a pas été écouté. En réali-
té, méme les dizaines de mil-
liers de civils pétrifiés et com-
me vitrifiés a Pinstant de la
déflagration, méme les survi-
vants irradiés et condamnés a
d’infinies souffrances se sont
estompés dans la mémoire col-
lective. La preuve en est, acca-
blante, que de moins en moins
d’éleves japonais ‘s’avérent
capables d'indiquer sans se
tromper la date d’'Hiroshima et
qu'il arrive, dans ce pays, que
des monuments érigés en hom-
mage aux victimes sofent profa-
nés par bétise, ignorance ou
inconscience.

Ainsi la nation la plus
concernée, frappée dans sa
chair, est passée, sur cette ques-
tion, de la censure (entre 1945

_et 1951) au culte des victimes

pour se heurter aujourd’hui a
une- terrible difficulté : échap-
per A Pobsession mémorielle
sans négliger l1a transmission
de 1a mémoire. Du c6té des
Alliés, et plus précisément chez

les Américains, qui ont congu,
fabriqué et largué les bombes,
la mémoire s’estompe aussi. La
mauvaise conscience ne tra-
vaille qu’une minorité, souvent
pénétrée d’esprit religieux.

~ Le souvenir méme de Yévé-
nement, qui ouvrait par la vio-
lence une nouvelle page de
PHistoire, diminue dans les
mass medias. L'évocation de ce
que certains considérent com-
me un crime majeur est le plus
souvent relativisée et justifiée
comme un acte de guerre néces-
saire ayant permis d’épargner
1a vie de nombreux soldats amé-
ricains et japonais. Ce raisonne-
ment statistique, qui permet
d'évacuer la réflexion sur les
massacres modernes, clot le
débat prématurément dans un
péle-méle d’absence de lucidité
et de manque de courage.

L’humanité semble avoir
apprivoisé cette nouvelle peste
au cours d’une longue guerre
froide (1948-1989). Soixante ans
plus tard, elle n’aurait donc
rien appris, sinon A survivre
dans un précaire équilibre de
1a terreur. Parmi les nations, la
course a la possession du feu
nucléaire est, aujourd’hui com-
me hier, ouverte. La Corée du
Nord, PIran, le Pakistan ou la
Libye en révent. Les premiers
membres du club nucléaire
(Etats-Unis, Grande-Bretagne,
Russie, France, Chine...) sont
rattrapés dans leur ambition
de pouvoir et de sécurité.

Qui a donc écrit : « La bombe
atomique est trop dangereuse
pour étre confie @ un monde
sans loi»? Harry Truman
(1884-1972);- le président des
Etats-Unis qui a pris la décision
de frapper Hiroshima et Naga-
saki. Son propos est toujours
d’actualité.
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Le Monde
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Memory and Lapse of Memory

Sixty years after the explosion of two atomic bombs over the Japanese cities of Hiroshima (6
August 1945) and Nagasaki (9 August 1945), it seems, cruelly, that the reflection on the use of nuclear arms
and the quest for power has hardly progressed at all. ~ Six decades have passed, and we can look again at
the editorial by Albert Camus (1913-1960) that appeared in Combat the day after the first explosion:

“...technological society has just reached its highest degree of savagery. It will be necessary, in
the near or not So distant future, to choose between collective suicide and the intelligent use of scientific
advancements.”

But the Nobel Prize winner in literature was not heard/listened to. In reality, even the tens of
thousands of civilians petrified at the instant of the conflagration, even the survivors who were radiated and
condemned to unending suffering are fading from our collective memory. The damning proof is that
fewer and fewer Japanese students are capable of giving the date of the Hiroshima bombing without
making a mistake, and that in this country the monuments erected in homage to the victims have been
vandalized, out of stupidity, ignorance or unconscience.

Therefore, regarding this question, the nation that is most concerned, has passed from
condemnation (between 1945 and 1951) to a cult of the victims, to face a terrible difficulty today: how to
escape the memorial obsession without neglecting the transmission of the memory. On the side of the
Allies, more precisely the Americans, who conceived, made, and launched the bombs, the memory has
failed too. Only a minority are troubled by a guilty conscience, often in connection with some kind of
religious belief.

Even the remembrance of the event itself, which opened a new page in the history of violence, is
diminishing in the mass media. The evocation of what is considered by some as a major crime is most
often relativized and justified as a necessary act of war that spared the lives of many American and
Japanese soldiers. This kind of statistical thinking, which allows us to avoid reflecting on modern
massacres, closes the debate prematurely on what was a jumbled absence of lucidity and lack of courage.

Humanity appears to have approved this new pestilence/plague in the course of a long Cold War
(1948-1989). Sixty years later, humanity has thus apparently learned nothing, unless it is how to
survive/exist in a precarious balance of terror. Among nations, the path to the possession of nuclear
weapons is open today, just as it was yesterday. North Korea, Iran, Pakistan and Libya dream of it. The
first members of the nuclear club (the U.S., Great Britain, Russia, France, China...) are trapped in their
power and security ambitions.

Who, then, wrote the following words: “The atomic bomb is too dangerous to be trusted to a
world without law”? It was Harry Truman (1988-1972), the President of the United States who made the
decision to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki. His words are still relevant.




