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Hiroshima Memory Debates and Japan's Paciflsm

Mikyoung Kim

五  カ 殉あcrブο″fル協切?α″冴P,c"S″

Japan is a self_proclaimed“pcace―loving"cOuntry.A mttority Ofthe Japanese

peOple pride themselves in being citizens Of“peaceful and industrialized cOuntry"that

rose from“the ashes like a phoenix.''As the prirnary source of Japan's national pride,

Japanese paciflsm needs to be situated within unresolved entangrement ofthe present

giory and past shame.Post_、var Japan emerged as a、vorld econo町liC pOwer beneflting

froIIl an externally impOsed paciflst ideology,、vhereas the atonlic bombings in】=iroshilna

and Nagasaki servcd as the historical precursor ofits anti‐nuclear pacinst rnovement,

Somewhere between thesc twO cvolutionary trtteCtOries,Japan's soul― searching into the

troubling past has fallen into rmncmonic oblivion.

C)食en being cOmpared to Germany,Japan has been the suoject OfnumerOus

inquiries abOut■s ambivalence toward the past(c.g.,Field 1997).Japanう s multiple

identities fOr having been the aggressor in the Asia―Paciflc,the victirl1 0f indiscriIIlinate

U.S.bombing and the paciflst advOcate rnakes an intenvcaving ofrnorality and memory

an intriguing enterprise.Why would lnemory have anything tO dO、vith morality?

Memory is oten abOut cOntemporary interpretations Ofthe bygone era,、vhereas lnorality

is assumed to stand the test Oftirme.ShOuld paci「Isrn,a rlleta―ideology,remain as tirne‐

and context―deけing mOral principle,peace as a sub‐concept is open to transmutations.

Thc Hiroshirna cxperience rerlinds us that the dcflnition Ofpeace is dictated by the

changing contextual and tempOral speciflcations.The human race、voke up the appalling

possibility for self―annihilation because Of卜riroshirna.The classical deflnition ofpeace,

absence of、var)lost validity.The unprecedented progress in science and techno10gy was

transiated into the pressing need to protect ourselves frorn our O、vn destructive pOtential.

An ominous era began wtth the atomic bombs(HirOshima Heiwa Bunka Center 1991)`

Can a group clailll moral authority、vhen its ambivalence towards the past sins is a

target of unresolved grievance?Is the experience ofvictiIIlhOod sufRcient enough tO

exonerate」apan ttrom it past sins and grant it a leadership?Japan'sl■lroshirlla is an ideal

site to exp10re the complicated inter、veaving Of cOntested morality and unsettled memory.

Z Pα C力S″α″ダrわ
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Descttbttg Japanese mttd,Isao(2007:59)wHteS th油“The psychOb」st Kawぶ

Hayao has proposed the cOnccpt ofthe`h011o、v center'as the key tO the Japanese■lind.

Beginning、vith the Japanesc rnythO10gy,he clairns that the structure Of Japanese culture,

society and human relations are[siC]Charactedzed by the emptiness atthe center.When

fOrces cOnfront one another on either side Ofthis empty center)the emptiness serves as a

buffer zOne that prevents the confrontation frOm growing too intense.''Kawai(2006:

3‐11)cOntinues to assert that aesthetic principles takes up a higher priOrity in the

Japanese rnind than the pursuit Of rnOral aspirations.The cultural constructs Ofrαr2″αβ

(app r O p r i a t e  f r o n t ) a n dみο″″夕(hOn e S t  f e e ! i n g s ) , f O r  i n s t a n c e , a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v a c u O u s

center、vhich fliters Out acute lmoralistic sentiments.The Japanese perforrn contextually

appropriate actions without accOmpanying the genuine feelings,Ifthe assertion that“to

remember(s夕 Sθクソタが/力修)something is atthe same time tO remember oneself(sc

ざθ″ソθガ/ルsOめ"has a Cettain v】idたy(Ricoeur 2004:15),how does memory wOrk atthe



empty centerin Japancse mind?Thc difacult past is better to be avoided than directly                                    Of Strategic comprornises bet、veen political rivals.With tactical innovation as an option,

confronted.The acts of remembering can cOnstitute an assault on thc pcrceptual                                       ide010gy and issues belong to t、vo separate and yet rnutable dirnenslons.

acsthctics,、vhilc the act Of forgetting can be functionally self―preserving.The efforts to                                         As a count「y with eight Hlillion divinities,the Japanese ambivalence at the``empty

search for and givc meaning to the shameful past10se its appeal.As the``hollow ccntcr"                                  Center"does not cause perceptual confuslon.Pervasive culturai norms perHlit

fllters Outthe unpleasant engagcment of remembcring One'sO、vn sins,difflcult rnemory                                 Sirnultaneous rnultiple contrasts.The Japanese、voridvic、vs,for instance,interpret

gcts transfOrmed into unusablc past in the national rnemory.                                                        diVinities as(`a superior and mysterious forcc ofeither creative or destructive character,

The Japanese assessments Ofthe past have been in a constant flux.As the                                      ｀ VhiCh resides in natural elements,anirnals,and certain human beings;it causes

circumstanccs involved in preparing,prosecuting and ending the war remain to be                            ambiValent feelings of fear and gratitude and is the focus of ritual behavior"(Kodansha

unearthed(Hasegawa 2005),the interpretadons ofthe war are oRen ideologically loaded                        2005:139)As the context dictates the character ofa manifested deity,the ebbs and 3ows

(Sono 2005;Watanabe 2006).The ideOlogical pendulum swings between the Right and                        Oftime determine the contemporaneous war‐ related memories.The muitiplicity housed in

the Left has been presenting the opposing views Ofthe war(Dower 1997),and the public                     Japanese mind is not a post_moderm phenomenon per se.While post modernism ofthe

o p i n i o n  h a s  b e e n  a c c O r d i n g l y  s p l i t  i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h c  w a r ( F u k u o k a  2 0 0 7 ) . T h e  L e t t                       W e S t e r n  o r i g i n  d i s c u s s e s  m u l t i p l e  t r u t h s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  T r u t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e c o n s t r u c t

spearheaded by the progressive circles such as the Asahi Ne、vspaper and I、vanarni                                      underpinning po、ver structure,its antithetical proposition is to challenge the binary

Publisher continuc tO push for the、var cOmpensation and、var responsibllity issues.The                                 OppoSitiOn and the dogmatic truth clairn、vithin the Judeo―Christian tradition.The

lenaga history textbook trials shO、v thc tenacity ofthc Left with the rnultiple la、vsuits                                   OVerriding tone in search ttr divine intentions in hllman sutterings is non‐existent in

launchcd against the government.The Right,on the othcr hand)has been a strong                        Japan(e.gり Downey 2003;Krat 2002;Zimmerman 2004).The War testimonies mainty

advocate ofJapanese nationalism.The successfu1 2007 revision ofthe Fundamental Law                               fOCus on personalized guilt fbr having survived the rncaningless deaths(Lifton 1993:

ofEducation opened a、 vay to instill patriotisttl and accentuatc the Japanese identity in the                                 81-4).The VヽrOng in one context can be the rightin another,for the Japanese acceptance

sch001 curriculum.Tsukurukai,an assOciation ofcOnservative histOrians and journalists,                    Of muhiple truths accommodates situational vanations.The interpretive nexibility

has published their vers10n ofhistory textbook,川αw寛なroヮ免ヌrbοοtt tO counterbalancc               undermincs the stringent mor』judgments ofthe past.

the Lc■'s narratives.The cOnservatives believe in teaching lnOre about」apan's giOry than                                       Japan's alodes of bchavior during contemporary history can be su■llnarized as

its shame.Dcspite such ide01ogical divide,the Japanesc histOry is rich with the accOunts                                   Survival,adaptation)and success.ヽVhen confronted by the、vestern coloniat po、vers in the

late 1 9th century,Japan quickly adaptcd itseifto the geopolitics ofimperialisHl by



becoming an impettal power itself(IShida 2000:1卜 43;Saaler and Koschmann 2007).

After defeating China and Russia,it aggressivety acquired colonies in Asia.As an

extension of its territorial expansion,Japan attacked Peari Harbor in strategic

rniscalculations ieading to its unconditional surrender in the anermath Of卜Iiroshirna and

Nagasaki atomlc bombings(Takakl 1996;W』ker 1997;ci Hasegawa 2007).Ironに】ly,

the defeat setthe stage ttor a period of phenomcnal econo■lic gro、中th placing Japan to the

second placc in the、vorid econonny.

Vヽith the Pcace Constitution as the ideological backbone ofits rnercantilc

paciflsrn,Japan succeeded on the grand scale`Yet`・making it"is not necessarily a

moralistic cnterprise.What it takes is situational awareness,diagnosis of self‐interests

and strategにmarkedng ofcompcddve advantage.As Japan's histodc』trtteCtOry is oRen

attributed tO a Social Darwinistic modality(IShida 2000:1卜43),the natiOn's colonizaはon

ofthe less powerful was an“ineviable"course of events,So was Japan)s“suttugated

independence"to the U.S,after defeat.Dra、ving on“the sllrvival of the flttest"paradigFn)

Japan ascended in the giobal rnarket by flnding its own competitive niche as a country

“、vith poor natural rcsource endowment and abundant skilled laborers."Japan's

mercantilist pacifls,1,iocated at the`・empty centerデ
'haS nOt been a rnoralistic quest,

班 財 殉s力′初αなか うο″bα″冴Pαcか ′ゥの α″.財θ″″り 酔α″S/0物ar iο″S

The Hiroshilna atolnic bombing、vas a decisive event inaugurating Japan as the

torch‐bearer of anti―nuclear paciflsm(Buruma 1994:92;Igarashi 2001;Yoneyama

1999),'and the sense of victimization was the deinitive moral impetus behind its new

identity.The bombings of卜riroshirma and Nagasaki,unprecedented in kind and massive

in scale,served as a powerfultool in exempting Japan from its war responsibility.Japan

became rnore of a victim ofthe【」S brutatity arld less ofthe victirnizer in AsiahPaciflc.

Japan's ideational transforrnations cOnstitute the core Of tts paciflst leadership(Kim

2000).

Debates about」 apan's pacinsm are usually cast in terms Of″αttθ′デ′'たちRcalists

argue thatthe U.S.nuclear umbrella is the impetus behind the nation's ecOnomy,and the

Peace Constitution is its bullet―proOf shield in the ttlobal military theater(Yoshida 2007).

Katzenstein(19961196-7)summarizes the realist views as fo1lowsi``」apan was destrOyed

in the Paciflc War)and Hiroshirna and lヾagasaki became po、verful symbols Ofthat

destruction.The American Occupation reorganized Japanese politics,and fOr halfa

century thereafter American troops stationed in Japan and the U.s,nuclear umbrella

protected Japan.Underthe Pax Americana Japan gre、v rich,and sO the discredited

lnilitarist tradition had no allure fOr the Japanese public.Japan deined security in

economic and politicalterms and resisted all attempts to make ttlilitary policy more

irnpOrtant―――exactly、vhat One would expect."In other、vOrds,paciflsm delivers econorllic

prosperity,and Japan has gained wealth atthe price of victirnhoOd,But such anatyses fail

to help us see the multiplicity ofJapanese paciflsm.Japanese paciasm has had many

faces a■1ld domestic political bipOlarizatiOn and aux in the international rnilieu.Paci「lsm

as lnetanideo10gy denes situational cOmpro■1lses of cOre contents,and yetthe」apanese

paciflst rnovement has been transmuting per contextual changes.

The victilal mentality among the Japanese began to be internalized through master

post‐、var narratives such as school textbooks.The accentuation OfOrdinary people's pain

and suffering during the war relegated Japan's acts ofaggresslon tO mnemonic rmargin.



The pedagogical contents aier the、var further deepened the victirn rllentality among the

general populace by attributing responsibility to the Emperor and the rnititary

government.The flrst post_、var history textbook,「花c Coク〃リノ皆月θθ決,rcPs,represented a

radical departure from the pre―、var pedagogical Buidelines issucd under the lmperial

Rescript on Education.Emphasizing democratic values ofegalitarianisln and human

rights,the textuai narratives ofthe flrst prc―war textbooks alluded to the government's

accountability for having started the war and causing grcat hardship on the people(Gluck

1993:58).Ordinary people“ duped"by the leaders were victims,and they should be

exempted from the war responsibiliy.The Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal(1946-48)

effectively put an end to the dcbates by focusing on a lilnited number oftop wartirne

leaders,Chukyo Shuppan'stt β rを乃r SοC'2ゥin the 1950s was also vehementin blaming

the rnilitary and state abuse ofpower resulting in massivc human casualties.Another

publication during the same period,Kyoiku Shuppan's Jttβαtt α湾冴r乃夕″わ″′ブ、vas the flrst

to include narratives about the l■iroshirnA―bombing.It described Japan as the``flrst

counttt to reCeive the tragic damage of atomic bombs"(Orr 2002i 84).From then on,

educational rnaterials linkcd Japan's atoHlic victirnization to its``unique"l■loral

leadership in“building wodd peacず
'(乃
〃.85).

The sequence ofidentity transformation froHl genocide victirn to paciflst hero,

ho、vever,has gaps in terms oftemporal,empirical and moral aspects,As forthe temporal

gap,the public nuclear a、vareness did not irnrnediately fo1lo、v the bombings. Vヽith the

banning of a‖Inaterials on the atonlic bombings by Supreme Cornrnander ofAllied

Po、vers,the general public、vas kept in the dark about Hiroshirna and Nagasaki untilthe

early 1950s(Dower 1999:412‐ 3;Gluck 1993:66).2 Due to imposed silenceぅ Japan)s

paciflst antiぃnuclear movemcnt did not begin untilthe 1954 Bikini lncident(MiZumoto

2006118).The Cre、v of a Japanese flshing vessel,Lucky Dragon)was exposed to fallout

froHl a U.S,hydrogen bomb test on the Bikini Atoli nearthe Marshall lsiands on March l,

1954.One ofits 23 cre、v rnembcrs died ofradiation poisonillg.

Thereater,arllid heightened a、vareness of nuclear、veapons,the Japanese public

began paying attention to the atoHlic bombings of Hiroshilna and Nagasaki and their

effects.Ubuki(1999)reports a thrice‐fold increasc in the number Of乃力αた夕∫乃α
's3

testilnonials printed by the Japanese rnedia aRer the Lucky Dragon incident,4 An

editorial in「h2刀 s,乃デNettα β夕/OfAugust 6 1970,the 25th anniversary ofthe

卜IiroshirnA‐bombing,linked Japan's paciSst nationalism to the Lucky Dragon incidenti

[We]the Japanese who were exposed to nudear weapons thrce dmes,in
Hiroshima,Nagasaki and,in 1954,on the Dα ,gο F夕た″ヮヶ初α/夕[Lucky
Dragon])did nOt reduce these experiences to matters of racism or

anti―Amcricanisnl,but rather renected at the level ofalt humanity and、vorked

toward the anti―、var and nuclear、veapons ban.…The demand to ban、 var and

nuclear 、veapons which gre、Y Ollt Of experiences 、vith the nuclear、veapons

should have become the central plllar of ne、v」apanese nationalisrn,based on

Peace Constitution. lt could have been much like the nationaHsm deve10ped

at the tirne of the French Revolution, based on freedorll, equality and

fe1lowship,which aimed toward international ideals(回 ろβ ИSα力'ハ物wiソape/)

August 6 1970).

The furor over the Lucky Dragon incident continued to deepen the sense ofvictirnizatiOn

atthe hands ofthe Americans,For the corllrnemoration ofthe 1 973 anniversary ofthe

HiroshimA―bombing,効 θ Иsαん,ハiタフwqβ クr Carried the foliowing editOriali

We musi not spend the anniversary day of the atottlic bombing merely as a

day of memorial and ceremony々 The 」apanesc 、vere made into victirlns of

Amedcan nuclear[weapOns]three times, including the Lucky Dragon

exposure to the thydrOgen bomb test]in the Bikini atoll.Today must be the



濫端描描淵;艦培端掘
&器冊認g協紺|き品:l‖盤i
aanity(7物夕Иsαカデ, セヽッ解%″マち August 61 9 7 3 ) .

It、vas a nsherman's death from the cxposure and cOntaRlinated tuna that drOvc Japan's

paciflst awareness hOmet

Japan did not emerge as a paciflst cOuntry immediately aterthe、
var.In the early

1950s Japan、vcnt thrOugh bitter in―flghting among burcaucrats and pOwer elites On its

future directiOns.Prime Ministers Hatoyama rchir。
(1954-55)and Kishi Nobusuke

(1957-58)were purged atter they failed tO seck rearmament.Thcy tded tO defy the Peace

ConstitutiOn out Ofresentment tOward the u.s,and fear Ofexpanding COnllnunism in

Asia.They、 vere not the arsts whO attempted tO reaIIII the country.The pOst_、
var Yoshida

Cabinet(1949‐ 1954)also tricd tO rebulld the arlny only tO renOunce the prOposal later in

the pursuit Of ccOnOmic bencflts under U.S.tutelage(DOwer 1993:208‐
41),During thc

same period,」apan bccame surrcptitiOusly invOlved in the Korean War(1950‐
53).It

dispatched thOusands OftranspOrtatiOn and iOgistics experts under U.s,and uoN.

c o m m a n d , a n d  J a p a n e s e  c O n s t i t u t c d  t w O _ t t t i r d s  o f t h e  s h i p  s口
ppoA c r e w  a t t h e  p O H  c i t y  O f

lncheOn in SOuth Korea(Katzenstein 1 996!197).The」
apancse conglomcratcs alsO

cashed in on the l(Oreanヽvar by providing LIN fOrces、vith pre―existi118 dual…use

tcchn010gy.Japan's Pcace ConstitutiOn Of 1946、
vas the product of external impositiOn,

not thc rcsult Of selttrencxive soul_searching.

The biggest100phole in Japan's paciflst leadership derives from the histOry Of

victimizing Others.Its Own provOcatiOn of、
var and the existence OffOreignヵメめαん″sttα

pose a dilemma tO its moral authOrity.The tOtai nurnbers Of力
めa比切sれ9 in Hiroshima and

Nagasakf were 159,283 and 73,884,rcspcctively,5 ofthc tOtal,the mttOrity offOreign

力,あαん夕ざ乃α、vere Koreans atthe approxllnate numbers Of 50,Ooo in l■lroshirna and 20,Ooo

in Nagasaki`They had been cOnscripted tO wOrk at rnilitary supplies factories.Despite a

series Ofla、vsuits aled againstthe TOkyO government by the r(Oreanカ
メめ,た″びヵαざsecking

medical reliei tt was nOt until 199o that the Japanese gOvemment Snally t00k steps to

assist them.A tota1 0f fOur blllion yen was aliocated as Humanitarian Mcdical Treatment

Funds.The 1990 1neasures,hO、vever,did nOt settle issues invOlving foreign力′bαん冴ざ乃αざ

、vho subsequently left Japan.6 They are stiH denied benetts fOr all practical purposes.

Despite thcir advancing years,they are required tO travei to Japan tO receive medical

attention.LitigatiOn cOntinues at various iOcal cOurts tO this day,7

Arnid the heightening sense Ofnuclear victilnizatiOn in the aftermath ofthe Lucky

DragOn incident,the Korean victims、vere stiH invisible.A Japanese力′bθんクsみクstatcd)

``All the Japanese victims were alsO aggressOrs tOwards the Korean A―
bOmb victims.And

yet,、ve did nOt care tO cOnsidcrthern as One ofus."8 A brmer prefectural government

offlcial continues by saying that i`The Japanesc are serf‐
absorbed peOple. vヽe take our

o vヽn pains and suffcring the rnOst seriously、vhile being disrllissive OfOthers'Inisery.力9

Si l  G e u n  L e e , P r e s i d e n t  O f t h e  C O u n c i 1  0 f A t o r n―bOm n b e d  K o r e a n s  i n  H i r O s h i m a

Prefecture,describes thc dOuble victimizatiOn Of Koreans expOsed tO the atOmic bombs:

``Why dO you think tens OfthOusands of Koreans had tO suffer from the A"bOmbsin

Japall)even thOugh they did nOt startthe、var? Vヽithout Japanese cO10nial rule in the

Korean peninsula and the fact that Koreans were brought ibrcefully tO Japan,tew

Koreans wOuld have suffered from the A― bombs in HirOshima and Nagasakl.TO putit

plainly,Korean A―bomb victirns were created by Japanese aggression and cO10nial rule in

the Korean peninsula.Many Japanese people dO nOt ackl10wiedge this fact"(HirOshima

10



Peace lnstitute 2007:2).The deeply ingrained victim mentality was not seriously visited

unti1 1 985、vhcn the City of卜 Iiroshirna announced its plan to renovate the FIiroshilna

Peace Museum.

ゴИ ttc  F r i rθsヵ,初α Dcうα姥ざf舟々 力θ″α″冴Cθヵヮ/ο初な夕S

With victiFnh00d deflning l■lroshirna's place in Japan's pacifls■1,the Hiroshilna

Pcacc Memonal Muscum is the authorttative cOmmemorative site ttelSOn and Olin

2003:3-4).HirOShima tells ks stOry to local,national and international audienccs through

exhibits seeking to help visitors“get in touch with history"(Barthel 1996:9)。Since its

opening in August 1955,10 the rnuseu町l haS been the space of contention on、vhat to

present and ho、v.The debate、vas rnost divisive during the periOd between 1985 and 1994.

The thorniest issues、verc the proposals to include narratives about HiroshiFna)S past and

the installation ofthe“Kagαなんα[Aggressor]COrner.カ

Tttc材′,c冴

Japan in thc1980s and 1990s witnessed a sudden explos10n ofinterest in the past

and Asia(Orr 2002).MttOr domestc changes were the 1989 dcath OfShowa Emperor

and the end Of Liberal Democratic Party's38 years ofrule.The populartaboo on the war

responsibllity、vas also eased accordingly.Salient changcs in the international

environment、vere also taking place.The``Japan bashing"by the l」.S.、vas shitting the

bilateral relations.The emergence ofNewly lndustrializing COuntdes(NICs)alertcd

Tokyo of Asia's rising importance.Thc rising cacophony bet、veen the l」。S.and Japan,

and the increasing status ofAsia resulted in a series ofpolicy and attitudinal changes.H

The Japanese rnemory terral早、vas no exception in this`将Vhen a public opinlon survey,a

most effective indicator Ofthe presentist interpretation ofthe past,asked to assess Japan's

warttre iom the Me」i pedOd t0 1945,48 percent of respondents answered that it was a

“
history ofaggression"、vhile 25 percent disagreed.ヽVhen asked、vhether Japan's inilitary

expansion against other countries、vas``unavoidabler'the responses、vere alinost evenly

divided、vith 40 percent agrecing and 42 percent disagreeing.12 The Japanese、vere also

sho、ving a remarkable situational a、vareness of Asians'perceptions ofthem.A ttZか,″,c乃ブ

Newttpqβ¢/survey of December 1988 asked、vhy the Japanese、vere perceived arrogant

by other countries.Am句oHty Of 33 percent attributed this to Japanese p五de for

econornic successes follo、ved by 30 percent who pointed to Japan's contemptuous

attittde toward other Asians.13 Among the mttOr policy changes atthe time were

extending apologies.Several Japanese prirne rninisters and the Emperor apologized to

Asian countries for Japan's past aggression.On Prirne Wlinister Hosoka、va's apOlogy in

1993,53 percent of respondents support it and 25 percent disapproved,according to a

ンわ初′ク74i舟物ψsp叩2/poll.14

The scope of debates aboutthe war、vas expanding,but、vithin the context of

political bipolarization.Leading politicians and Cabinet rnembers continued to rnake

offensive remarks aboutthe war both on and offthe record(Orr 2002:178),Masayuki

Fけo,the newly appomted Educttion Ministerin the Nakasone Cabinet,remarked that

'9killing people in、var is not rnurder in terms ofinternational law't and thatthe Tokyo

War Crimes Thal Hcannot be considered just.H He also equated Japanese visiting

Yasukuni Shttne with Chinese vistting Conttcian temples.F可lo further claimed that the

つ
ん



Natting Massacre was a fab対catiOn(β″4g冴品物ガ″1986).Despite the nOticeable

changes in the milieu,the“true bclievers"such as F可lo reSiSted the war responsibility.

Deeply divided Over the past,the situational context determines whOse vOice gets

to be heard.Hiroshima's muscum renOvation prttect waS a telling case in point where

competing vOices ofthe war vied against each Other.Given the variations in Japanese

local potitics,the HirOshirna experience cannot be gcncrali21ed to Other localest The

contention Over 1liroshirna Pcacc Memorial Museurn、vas about how the traumatized city

、vished tO be rcmcmbered in its stOry‐telling narratives.

助c Kaga,s力α″gg/cSSο4/こLθttθ/

The rnuseuFllヽVas a popular tourist spot attracting rnOre than one rmillion visitors

each year even before the renovation prttCCt StaHed.Many schoO】s,especially those in

the Kansai and Tokyo areas,chOsc Hiroshima fOr their acld tripS.In 1985 the City

announced a plan tO renovate the rnuseum``expand the exhibit space"and``augmentthe

fragile cdiacial structuret')As the plan was publicized,several citizens'groups such as

“
Hiroshirma fbr VヽOrld Peace''and``Anti‐Nuclear Association for Pcace MOvement"

caHed fOr the exhibit inclus10n ofHirOshirna's lnilitary role in Japan's cOlonial pastt

Groups、 vith progressivc agendas、vanted the City to amend the public undcrstanding that

H i r o s h i m a  w a s  a n  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m  o f t h e  A―bom b . A m i d  g r o w i n g  p u b l i c  i n t c r e s t i n  t h e

prtteCt,the director ofthe Mayor's Offlce asked the Exhibit―Planming Committee

mcmbers fortheir“advice for the ne、v exhibit cOntents which、vere appropriatc to cOnvey

the truth ofthe atomic bOmbing and appeal for worid peace"(質んでC力冴gθん″ハセッ以%ヮ?/,7

August 1985).The COmmittee consisted of 12 opinlon icaders frOm local universities,

media and the Board of Education.In the spring Of 1987,rんでCれ″gθた冴Neψ弓″qβθんthe

loc】newspaper,repoAed the Cky'S accommodative a“北ude toward the four ctizcns

groups requesting that the City exhibit“the history of aggression."The groups、vere also

reportedly pointed out that the current museurn exhibit fbcused only on Hiroshilna's

vたdmttation and,was therefore incompにtc in presenting an OttecはVe representaton Of

the past to future generations.They insisted that the ne、v rnuseum must include narratives

on Hiroshima's past as a mttor mllitary base wih crucial transportation iogistics facilities

and as a center of arms production.As the debate Over the contents ofthe exhibit became

heated,the museum became the focus Of``memory wars,"The warseemed to be in favor

ofthe progressive cause.In July 1987,the DirectOr of Mayor's Offlce announced a plan

to include the City's past as a military base in the museum renovation prttect.

But developments took an unexpected turn in August 1987、 vhen iOcal Korean

ん,うαん″sん,support grOups such as“ Korean Atolnic Bomb Victims Association Of

Hiroshirna〕
〕
rnade a request to the City to include narratives not only abOut Hiroshirnaうs

past but also about the suffering of Korean 77おαた第れパ.on hearing the request at a

committee meeting,one committee member expressed a cOncem that Hiroshima's

mllitary past should not be construed tO Justify the atOmic bombing.Another argued that

卜riroshirna Peace Museunl should nOt be a、var inuseum.Therefore,it shOuld nOt depict

Japan's histOry of aggressiOn(minutes Ofthe meeting)Hiroshima Ctty,September 3,

1987).Two mOnths afterthe meedng,the City began cOnsidering the inclusion Of

narratives On Japan's past aggression.Such cOnsideration had two main OtteCtiVesi tO

explore Japan's、var responsibility in Asia)and tO contextualize the l(oreanカデbαたグs力aF.

When the locai newspaper reported thatthe city had decided tO install a``Ka思
9な力α

[Agg r e s s o r s ] C O r n e r ) ' i n  t h e  n e w  m u s e u m (γ乃マC力7g9た″Arc予ゥ1ソ?研 ,1l  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 7 ) ,

i3
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the conservative groups such as the"Japancse Hibαたクsttα Association"and the                                        April―May 1988,during a CpHllnittec ineeting,a City ofncial briefed the Exhibit

“Association ofBcreaved HibαttsカクFamilies))reactcd strongly,“The conspiracy"to                     COmmi“ ee on the pros and cons of having a``Kagoな力α[Aggressor]COmer."He said:

ciassi母“our fellow countrymen"as``victimizers,"argued one conservative City Council                  “The City ofHiroshima needs to take into consideration possible reactiOns from the

mcmber,“ would leave a deep scar on Japanesc children''(Record of Regular Council                             ViSitOrs regarding the exhibition contents on Japanese aggresslon.What ifthey

Meeting,November l 1987),OthCrs Opposed thc plan for its`・ politicization"ofthe                           COnsidered the atomic bOmbing as an inevitable outcome?That interpretation wOuld

muSeu町 1, Vヽhich、 vas t`supposed"to be a``sacred sitc"for theん ,うαん冴sんα and their fa「 〕1lies.                                COntradict our intention to convey the Spirit of Hiroshilna;II10reover,、 ve are afraFd that

The museum renovation proiectignited a memory war along deeply bifurcated                            SuCh interpretatlon would disturb the souls OfA― bomb victims,Hiroshima has a

idcological lines.The conservatives tried to bury Iイiroshilna)s strategic importance during                               respOnsibility to cOnvey the ttruth ofatornic bombing';therefore,、ve plan to exhibit

thc war,while local peace activists and Korcan力 わα'物s力αs tded to shed a light on the                      HirOshima's(histOrical facts,'such as its role as a mttOr military basc and an education

d a r k  s i d e  o f  H i r o s h i m a  h i s t o r y .                                      C e n t e r , a t t h e  n e w  m u s e u m " ( T h e  1 9 9 3  C i t y  o t t c i a l  d O c u m e n t ) . I n  M a y  1 9 8 8 , t h e

The City under mounting pressure from conservatives found itself forced to                      COmmittec ofrlcially decided to drop the idea ofbuilding a“(a亀所s力α[Aggressor]

re…consider the installation plan.After a rneeting with citizens groups in November 1987,                               COmer"at the ne、v rnuseum.

thc City declincd to hold further rncctings、vith them becausc the offlcials、vere``scared of                                      The progressive experirnent to press On with revisiting Hiroshirna)s past was

right-lwing nationalists."The Council members also believcd that holding ftlrther                                      COnfronted、vith strOng resistance from the conservative lちctions.The actOrs fought、vith

mcetings、vith the prOgressive groups could hurt their o、vn election prospects given the                                 the opposing interpretations Ofthe unfortunate past.There was a paralicl in their

conservative citizenry.With the progressives thus iosing ground,the City decided to                                   interpretations ofHiroshirna)s place in natiOnal history and the rneaning ofc011ective

withdraw the onginal plan to instali the``Kagaなんα[Aggressors]COrner"at the expanded                     Sufttring.An interviewer remarked that“ the prOgressives'arguments sounded as if all

the innOcent people died in vain.It、vas too much for the bereaved farnilies tO bear.….、vemuseuHl space,

The f01lowing spring in March 1988,when faced with inquiries about the                    just COuld not insutt the dead like that..,they were the innocent victims"(Interview,25

controversy,the City stated that its potitical poshion on the war was congruent with that                     November 2007).As the memory debate was tteting too divisive,the City conveniently

of Pttme Minister Noboru Takeshita who had remarked that“Whether the warin the                   adopted the evasive pOlicy lines ofthe centr】 governmenti historictt judgment belongs to

Paciflc、vas a、var of aggression or not should be deter■lined by historians ofthe future                                 the Future generations,not the contemporaries.The``h0110、v center"perinits the rnoral

generation."Again,this statemcnt prompted strong reactiOns frorn both sidcs,In
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comprorllise for the sake of coHllnunal harmony,Conflict is better to be avoided than

resolved.」apan's paciflsttl entails ambivalence`

物θP/θg/css'ソな″ '″Cο″ri″″冴初

Even aierthe City made a concession to the conservativcs rcgarding the

Kag″,sttα Corner,the local宮OVemment presscd on to accoHllnOdate the Korean victims,

The progressive Chy Mayor and formcrjourn】ist wtth ttc C乃クgθ筋 阿?wックグ,Mr.

Takashi Hiraoka,ackno、vledged the existence and the suffering of fbreign A―bomb

victilns in the 1990 Pcace Declarationi

We strongly appeal to the government of Japan to use the Survey of Ato■lic

Bomb victirns in promptly instituting a systematic program of support of the

ん,bαん″s力α grounded upon the principlc of national indemnincation. At the
same time,we carnestly hope that positive efforts wvili be made to promote

support for thoseん,うaん夕s力α resident on the Korean Peninsula,in the United

States,and eisewhere,and we rededicate ourselves to the cause of peace(The

City of Hiroshima,August 6 1990).

The locai ne、vspaper continued to carry opinion pieces that informed the public of

Japan's past aggression and、var responsibi、lity.It also emphasized the unique role that

Japan has to play forthe cause ofvヽorld peacc:

Japan innicted much suffering and grief upon the people of Asia Pacinc

under its colonial rule, occupation, and battlcs during ヽVorid War ll. Bitter

memories still live inside those people. Moreovcr)、ve must not forget that

these acts were carried out in the name of“peace"and ttustiCe."Instead of
dispatching the Self Defense Forces,Japan can contribute to the intemational

corirnunity, for example, by providing medical trcatrnent for victilns of

nuclear tests and、vaste, vヽhich has atready been initiated by Hiroshirna, but

can be an undertaking ofthe atom―bombed state(助 CC乃材gο筋 ハセlt7単%ワg/,6

August 1991).

Ater the Japanese government's flrst public ackno、vledgmentin 1991 0fthe

existence of Korean乃ブbαたクざ/7クS,the City again issued a caH tO address the suffering

endured by foreign,especially Korean,A―bomb victiins: 15

Japan in8icted great suffering and despatr on the peopies of Asia and the

Paciflc during its reign of colonial doHlination and 、var. There can be no

excuse for these actions.This year rnarks the 50th anniversary of the start of

the Paci「lc War.Remembering aH too weli the horrOr of this war,starting

、vith the attack on Peari Harbor and ending 、 vith the atoHlic bOmbings of

Hiroshima and Nagasakl, we are determincd ancw tO work for worid

peace.…、ve earnestly hope that forthright efforts 、vili be made tO promote

support for thoseん,b″た材S力α resident on the Korcan Peninsula,in the United

States,and eise、vhere` ヽヽアe caH upon the government of」 apan tO do more in

a1l ofthese areas(The City of Hiroshima,August 6 1991).

助 2質んθ″c Pα″2′

Five years atter the City dropped the idea ofinstalling a`・Kagaな 乃α[Aggressor]

Cornerダ
'the City convened a rnceting ofthe Panel―

Writing CO町lrnittee in March 1993,

、vhich、vas in charge of supervising the re、vriting ofthe East Butiding pancis atthe ne、v

museum.The Committec had seven members,mostly historians,from the local

universities.During the meeting,rllembers argued that tt、vas not Hiroshirna's place to

bear ali responsibHity for Japan)s、var‐related、vrongdoings.When convened again three

months iater)the Corllrllittee devoted itself solely to a debate On``how tO cOmbine the

truths aboutthe bombing"(i.e.,Hiroshima as a mllitary base)and the“Hiroshima Spitttう'

(1,e,,HttOshima as the leader ofpadasm),while some advocated an“o巧eCtiVe manner"

in approaching the painful past)others expressed concerns about the implications that

“The atomic bombs liberated Asia from Japan's aggression."The difrlculty Was hOw to

simultaneously link Japan's aggression to Hiroshima)s victirllization.The Comnnittee
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decided against`・a victim vs.an aggressor"dichotOmy ofthe City's past(minutes ofthe

meeting)City ofHiroshima,June 7 1993),

In the fa1l ofthc same year,September 1993,Mayor Hiraoka intettened in the

Cornrllittee proceeding,suggesting that the thcme panel title be changed from“Hiroshirma

and the War"to“Hiroshima Before and Atterthe BOmbing,'うBcfore the motion,one of

the Cornlnittec rnembers proposed this idea to the Mayor.This action rcnccted the

change in Japancse public opiniOn a、vay ttrOrn a focus On Japan as victirm to a greater

consciousness OfJapan's pre―war and wartime aggressiOn(minutes ofthe mceting,City

of Hiroshima,Septembcr 10 1993).A Janua「 y1994C力 冴gοた″ハイタッ学%ヮθ/article reported

that the`・Hiroshirna BefOre and Aterthe BOmbing"sectiOn、 vould be included in the new

museurn exhibition.Unlike in 1987)the article did not provoke public outrage.Due to thc

City's continuing progressive cfforts in the intervening years,the citizens became rnore

a、vare of」apan's acts Of aggressiOn during the、var.Most importantly,the consensus on

the panel re_writing was an end―resuit Of a tacit compromise betwecn the twO ideological

camps.Sincc the prOgressives had iost their cause to install“Kagα ,sttα[AggressOr]

Corncr"in 1988,the conservatives cOnceded on the panel、vriting in 199416`

The East Hall ofHiroshima Peace Memorial Museum,fOrmerly the Peace

Memorial 1lall,“the Space for Lcarllingず'ヽVas Opened in June 1994 after ten ycars of

planning.The new panel texts are rnuch more explicitin acknOwiedging」apan's past

aggression and victirnization ofOther peOplesi

In 1931,the Manchurian lncident led to the Japancse army's engagement in a【Hled
conaict in china. By 1937,the incident had become a full_scale、var between the
t、vo natiOns.In 1941,a surprise attack on the U.S.naval base at Peari HarbOr hurtied

Japan into the Pacinc War(worid WarIェ),allied with the Axis powers.

Following military Orders, many HirOshima factories shitted productiOn from

consumer to rnilitary goods. People's lives gre、v increasingly austere, and many

c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  m o b i l i z e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o r  i n  m i l i t a r y  t t c t o r i e s . A m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  t e n s

o f t h o u s a n d s  o f  K o r e a n  a n d  C h i n e s e  f o r c e d  t O  w O r k  f O r  t h e  J a p a n e s e ( P a n e l  A 2 2 0 1 ,
``Hiroshima in the ShOwa PcHod and during War')).

The National Mobilizatlon La、v ofApril 1938 1ed in July 1939 to an Outright Order

to mobilize avallable、vOrkers. Vヽorkers in private cOrporations、vere forced to work

in Hlllitary factories, including Koreans and Other cthnic Hlinorities. ThOusands of

people throughout the prefecture 、vere draned t。 、vork at such iOcations as the

electric po、ver plant in northern Hiroshilna Prefecture and rnllitary factories in the

city.Many forced laborers survived extremely harsh、vOrking conditiOns Only tO die

in the atomic bombing(Panel A2203b, “ Forced Labor PrOgram fOr Ethnic

Minorities").

T h e  H i r o s h i m a  P e a c e  M e m o r i a l  M u s e u m  c O n t i n u e s  t O  a t t r a c t  r r l a n y  v i s i t o r s  i o m  a l i  o v e r

the、vorid.In 1993,1,39 111illiOn people visited the inuseurl;in 1994,the number、vas

l.41町lillion;and in i995,it reached l.55 rnillion.

Hiroshima mcmory tnterweaves cur的 re,pOritics and morality.Asthe memory

shifts per context,Japan pacinsm has been altering its manifestatiOns(Sasakl―Uemura

2002).As pacinsm atthe“ hollow center''selects mOral principles depending on situation,

it should be redeflned as`paciflst rnovemerlt.'An ideo10gy Fnaintains its ethical

foundations being relatively independent of strategic calculations,、vhereas a inovement

flllctuates with political opportunity structure(Jenkins and Klandermans 1995).PolitiCal

偽cllitation activates mOvement,、vhile politicat rcpresslon quciis activism.Activists

engage in various tactical innovations atter、veighing the costs and bcneflts ofrnaking

c h a l l e n g i n g  a c t i o n s (」enk i n s  1 9 8 5 ) . T h e  C O n t r o v e r s t e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  H i r o s h i m a  P c a c e

Memorial Museurn are a story Ofpolitical compro『lise as a forrll oftactical innovation,

being distant from the cOre ofpacinstideology.Its trttectOry reveals ups and downs of

activist's volces、vithin the shitting rnllleu of rllunicipal and national politics.
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И Cο″cF″ざブο″

Japanese see a nation as an organic cntity whOse ability to respond tO the

changing environment deter■lines its qLICSt for adaptation,suttival and success.For

bcing a country ofidentity tagmentadon and rupturcd memories(Kim 2000),thC act Of

sincere lnOuming and experiencing remorse could be tOO much Of a strain on its``empty

center"(Conrad 2003:85).The COntemporary histOry of Japan escapes Conncrton's

(1999:6)obServatiOn that“Itおnotjust that i ts very difflcutt tO begin with a whOle new

staA,thattOO many Old iOy』des and habis inhibi the substttudOn ofa novel enterpttse

fOr an Old and established one.力ourinquiry intO Japanese memory shows the need fOr

contextual sensitivities.Chung(2006:271),hOWever,caveats that“
possibility by

universal,o町cctiVe standard Of morality,ali moral reasoning risks being reduced tO a

discussiOn cOntext,situation,and feeling,…while ethics secks to be rational,o明ectiVC,

and universal,it alsO require concrete,histOrical,and relative social contexts fOr critical

reflectiOn.To emphasize contextual apprOpriatencssラhO、vever,shOuld nOt rnean to lgnOre

the questiOn Ofthe principled good Or thc righte COntextual situatiOnalism is likcly to be

more attentive to OttectiVe circumstances,more empiHcal,minded,and more inquittngt"

The debates Ovcrthe Peace McmOrial障【useurn demOnstrate the interactive

processes of recollectiOn invOlving shifting sOciO―political rnllleus and actors Of different

dispOsitiOns.The contrOversies over thc museum renovation prttcct illuminate two

dynamics in Hiroshima's memory.One is the City's idcatiOnal tensiOn between shameful

past and rnoralistic present.The Hiroshilna ofpast aggress10n bears tOday's banner ofthe

``Hiroshilna Spiritず'and the City had tO strike a balance bet、
veen the t、vO contrasting

seives.Another dynarnic is polltical bifurcation and subsequent comprornises.Political

bifurcation originates from the passionate belief in an ideology,and that is a rnoral

exercise,Making a comprornise)on the other handぅis an act of strategic calculations fbr

the sake ofpeaceful co―existence,and that is a utilitarian consideration.Had the

discursive trtteCtOry ofthe museum rcnovation been both moralistic and utilttarian,

foundational ethics of paciflst ideology、vould have become less of a conttsing concept.

Japan's paciflsln risks being rcduced to a situational″?ο冴クs ορ夕/α″冴,rather than a strict

moral princtple.This paper on I=iroshiFna rnemory argues that Japanese paciflsrn can be

better deflned as`paciflst rnovement'、vhich rides the tide ofpolitical opportunity

structure than an ideology of foundational ethics.

Notes

I Paciflst movement before the 1945 bombings was mostly anti― war and anti―militarism.

Four leading groups ofpaciflsts were literary intellectuals(e.g.,Tayama Katai and

Y o k i n o  A k i k o ) , l i b e r a l s ( e . g。,Yo s h i n o  S a k u z o  a n d  O z a k i  Y u k i o ) , C h r i s t i a n  l e a d e r s

(Kashiwagi Cien and Yabe Kiyoshi)and SOCialists(e.gり
Sakaito Shihiko and Kataya

M a s e n ) . F o r  m o r e  d e t a l l s , s e e  H i r o s h i m a  P e a c e  C u l t u r e  C e n t e r  1 9 9 1 .

2 s(〕
AP categorized all printed and lnedia publicatiorls into 30 types.It banned

dissernination of all information about SCAP,the Tokyo Trials and Allled Po、vers.On

the domestic side,information about、var propaganda,the Great East Asia Co―Prosperity

Sphere and feudalistic remnants such as Samurai virtues was also banned(Dower 1999:

412-3).

3 rfibα
42rsttα,used as an originai noun,is a Japanesc、vord ttor atottliC bOmb victirn.
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4 0fthe total of 964ん
わoた力sん,testimonials,about one third(249)werC printcd before

the hydrogen bomb fallout incidcnt and the remainder(715)appeared therealler.

5 The tOtai number kllled due to the ato■lic bombings is difflcult to cstirnate due to the

circumstances ofthe cvcnt.Many ofthose wヽho survived the bombing and radiation

exposure have since dicd,and it is sometilnes not possible to deteHHine、vhethcr those

deaths were the resutt of radiation exposure or of natural causes(The Cities of Hiroshima

and Nagasakl 1979:27).

6 About15,000 from IIiroshilna and 8,000 from Nagasakiretumed to Korea atthe end of

the war,but about 5,000 and 2,000 fronl respcctive cities chose to remain in Japan

仰 akamura 2006),

7 1ntervie、
vラ16 March 2008.

8 1ntervie、
v,15 February 15 2007.

9 1nterview,1l November l1 2006.

10 With the passage ofthe rliroshirna Peace Memorial City Reconstruction Law in 1949,

constructlon ofthc original Hiroshirna Peace Mennorial Hali began the fo1lo、ving year.

Construction of an annex,the Hiroshilna Memorial Mluseum,began in 1951.The Hall,

“devoted to the issues of peace and cultureデ
'、vaS Opened to the public in May 1955,

Since hs opening,the museum had more than 53 million visitors(昴 ちで挽ヮα″身初θs,June

102006).

1l AHarrisPolitakeninNovembcr1989showsthat57percentofthercspondents

agreed that the l」,S,、vas trying to bully Japan on trade issues,、vhile 27 pcrcent disagreed

(筋姥χ rο ttrグ″αガθ″α′P力′,c6レ,ガο″F988‐F989:197,quoted in Fukuoka 2006:133).

12五
ぅ,ブ̀、168.

13乃J″,172.

14玄
みメタぅ172.

15 The Same message continued untilthe 1994 Deciaration ofPeace、
vhich stated:“ヽVe

must obvlousiy never forget Japan's、var against and colonial dorllination ofother nations

ofAsia"(The city of Hiroshima,August 6 1994).

16 1ntervic、
v,29 November29 2006.
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